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Week Ending Friday, February 17, 2006 


The President’s Radio Address 
February 11, 2006 


Good morning. Today I want to talk to you 
tbout the new Medicare prescription drug 
coverage that went into effect on January Ist 
of this year 

When I came into office, I found a Medi 
care system that was antiquated and not 
meeting the needs of America’s seniors. The 
system would pay tens of thousands of dollars 
for a surgery but not a few hundred dollars 
for the prescription drugs that could have 
preve nted the surgery in the first place SO 
working with Congress, we passed critical 
legislation that modernizes Medicare pro 
vides seniors with more choices 
better 
drugs they need 

Since the 


weeks ago, more than 24 million people with 


and VIVES 


seniors access to the prescription 


program went into ettect 6 
Medicare how have pr S( ription drug CO 

erage and hundreds of thousands more ar 
enrolling each week. The competition in the 
prescription drug market has been stronget 
than expect d and is lowering costs for tax 
payers and seniors alike. This vear, the Fed 
eral Government will spt nd 20 percent less 


Me dicare 


projected just last July. The average premium 


overall on the drug benefit than 
that seniors pay Is a third less than had been 
expected—just $25 per month instead of $37 
per month. And the typical senior will end 
up spending about half of what they used 
to spend on prescription drugs each year 
Last month in Oklahoma City, a 


named Dorothy Brown signed up for Medi 


SCTHOI 


care prescription drug coverage. Dorothy has 
six prescriptions and previously she paid 
about $306 a month for her medicines. A 
Medicare enrollment COUTISE lor ata shopping 
mall] helped Dorothy log on to the Medicare 
web site, where she typed the information 


Medicare listed 


Dorothy S prescriptions When the counselor: 


on Dorothy's card and 


was finished, the computer showed five dif 


ferent plans that fit Dorothy's needs. Doro- 
thy chose the least-expensive plan, and now 
instead of paying $300 a month, she will pay 
about $36 a month for her medicines. As a 
Dorothy will save more than $3,000 
this vear. 


result 


For Dorothy and for the vast majority ol 
our seniors, the new prescription drug pro- 
gram is working well. Still, when you make 
a big change in a program involving millions 
ol people there are bound to be some chal- 
lenges, and this has been the case with the 
new drug coverage Some people had trouble 
the first time they went to the pharmacy alter 
enrolling. Information for some beneficiaries 
was not transferred smoothly between Medi 
care, drug plans ind the States. And in the 
early days of the drug coverage, waiting times 
were far too long for many customers and 
Medicare or their 


phar macists who called 


drug plans to seek help 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Mike Leavitt has traveled to 18 States in the 


past 3 weeks to meet with Governors and 


make sure the prescription drug program is 
working for evervone, and we're making good 
We re 


progress ensuring that drug plans 


have more up-to date information on thei 
} 


eneficiaries, and we're improving data-shar 
ing among Medicare, health plans, and the 
States. We have also extended the transition 
pr riod from 30 days to 90 days, to guarantee 
that seniors do not go without the medicine 
they need as they switch to a new drug plan 
We have also acted to ensure that phone calls 
to the Medicare help line are now answered 
with little or no waiting time, and we're work 
ing with insurers to help them do the same 
on thei phone lines 

Despite early challenges, the results so far 
we clear: The new Medicare prescription 
drug plan sa good deal for seniors. If you're 
i Medicare recipient and have not vet signed 
up for prescription drug coverage, | encour 
age you to review your options and choose 


the plan that is right for you. Americans who 
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Fi b 


got some young scientists from Benjamin 
Banneker High School with us. Thank you 
all for joining us. I appreciate you being here 
I hope that you are inspired by the examples 
of excellence and success that you see right 
here in this ceremony today. 

You know, it’s interesting, people generally 
do not pursue a career in science or tech- 
nology with the goal of tame. Im kind ol 
|Laughter| The 
work of discovery is quiet and often solitary 


trying to change that today 


Yet all Americans benefit from your imagina 
And 


so today we're here to sav thanks for what 


tion and your talent and your resolve 


you've done: thanks for helping improve the 
quality of life in this country; thanks for in 
spiring othe rs. Congratulations on your med 
military aide will read the 


als, and now the 


citations 


At this poml Lt. Col. Christian Cabaniss 
USMC, Marine Corps Aide to the President 
read the citations, and the President pre- 
sented the medals 


The President. Again, thank you for com 
ing. Got a little reception back here for the 
honorees and their families. I'm proud to 
Mav God 
Nation. Thank 


have vou here in the White House 


continue to bless our great 


you 


Note: The President spoke it 
East Room at the White 


10:45 a.m. in the 


House 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan 


February 13, 2006 


Mr 


we had a very construc 


President Bush. 
thank vou 


Secretary-General 
As usual 
tive dialog I always enjoy visiting with the 
Secretary-General. It gives us a chance to 
talk about our common interests and our de 
sire for peace and liberty around the world 

We had a good discussion on Sudan, with 
particular emphasis on Darfur. I told the Sec- 
retary-General that Mrs. Garang was in to 
see me the other day and that we had a long 
discussion she and I had a long disc ussion 
not only about the Darfur region but about 


implementing the north-south accords. And 


13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 
I appreciate the Secretary s leadership on 
that issue 

We talked about the broader Middle East. 
And there’s a lot to talk about. I am ven 
optimistic, however, that democracy and lib- 
erty will prevail. And so I want to thank you 
for your interest and leadership on those par 
ticular issues. 

We talked about U.N. reform, structural 
reform, management reform, as well as the 
reform of the Human Rights Commission 
I was most interested in the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s thoughts. | appreciate very much his 
leading on these issues, and we'll continue 
to work closely through Secretary Bolton 
Ambassador Bolton with the Security Coun 
cil and the United Nations 

And so, Mr. Secretary-General, thanks for 
coming. It’s always a pleasure to welcome 
you here to the Oval Office. And the floor 
is yours 

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. I also enjoy our 
periodic exchanges, and I'm very happy that 
we have agreed to work together on the 
Dartur 
ments from Europe, from Asia, and other re 


issue, working with other govern 
gions, to ensure that we do have an effective 
security presence on the ground to protect 
the IDPs and ensure that humanitarian work 
And ot 


course, this is an issue where all governments 


ers have access to those in need 


have to play their role 

On the U.N. reform 
Human Rights Council, I think the President 
to the 
and it be 


done as soon as possible The President of 


security—on ind 


and I agree that we need reform 


Human Rights Council should 
the General Assembly Jan Eliasson, is work 
Ing very hard to ensure that we will have that 
this that the 
Human Rights Commission meets in Gene 


done by month and when 
va, it will be in the process of transformation 
And I also 
thanked the President for all the support he’s 
given us on U.N. reform, on the broadet 
U.N. reform. And there are quite a lot of 
things that we're going to do 

We also discussed the Middle East and the 
the 
formation of Hamas into a political party 
along the lines that the Quartet had dis- 


cussed. And I think there is an opportunity 


it will not be business as usual 


Hamas elections and need for trans 
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here for Hamas to transform itself into a po- 
litical party and work with the international 
community and the Israeli Government. 

We also touched on the issue of the nu- 
of Iran. And here again, | 
hope between now and the time the Atomic 
Agency issues its next report, there will be 


clear issue in 


indications and steps from the Iranian side 
to indicate that negotiations are not dead and 
that both sides can come back to the table 
and find a way out of this crisis. We need 
to be able to resolve it, and I hope there 
will be no steps taken to escalate the 


tion. 


situa- 


Thank you very much. 
President Bush. | appreciate you. Good 
job. Thank you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White 
he referred to Rebecca Garang, Minister of Trans 


House. In his remarks 
Government ol 
Southern Sudan; and Ambassador John R. Bolton 
U.S Representative to the l nited Nations 


portation Roads, and Bridges 


Remarks Honoring the 2005 World 


Series Champion Chicago White Sox 
February 13, 2006 


The President. Welcome. Thank you. Be 
seated. They may be playing basketball, but 
Laughte r 

The last time the Chicago White Sox won 
the World Series was 1917. President Wood 
row Wilson was living here. Reinsdorf, | 
don’t know 


it's always baseball season here 


if you came here then or not 
Laughter| There were only eight teams in 
the American League, and the league leadet 
After SS vears 
of waiting, the White Sox have earned the 


right to be called world champs and we're 


hit a total of nine home runs 


glad you're here. 

First of all, I want to welcome Jerry 
Reinsdorf. Some of my most joyous times in 
my life have been during—as a_ baseball 
owner. Harold Baines may not have thought 
they were so joyous, since we 


Laughter| And one of 
that I ended up in baseball with my partners 


never won 


much. the reasons 
is because of Jerry Reinsdorf’s help and | 
want to thank you for that now that we've 
got the team here. I know how much you 


love the game, and I know how much you 


235 


love the Chicago White Sox. And so it had 
to be a thrilling moment for you and Eddie 
and the owners that were patient for all those 
years you didn’t win. And so I congratulate 
you from the bottom of my heart, and thank 
you for your friendship. It’s great to see you. 

I appreciate Ken Williams, a man who ob- 
viously knows what he’s doing who is—was 
able to put a team together. It’s easy to put 
stars on the field. The hard thing about base- 
ball is to put people who can play together, 
and I congratulate you for being a great gen- 
eral manager. . 

I welcome Ed Farmer and the broad- 
casting team. Eddie, good to see you again. 
Thanks 
at least one person does. [Laughter] 

It’s good to be here with Bob DuPuy of 
baseball 


I can see they all remember you 


I thought you’re here to sign the 
' know, but it’s—{laughter|—an- 
other subject. 


le ase you 

I do want to thank the members of my 
Cabinet who are here. It’s great to see you 
all. I thought you all told me you were Red 
Sox fans. [Laughter 

| want to thank Senator Durbin and Sen- 
ator Obama from the great State of Illinois, 
and Don Manzullo and Roy LaHood 
LaHood. Thank you all for coming. 


Ray 


I—my question to most of these folks was 
like, “Were you White Sox fans at the begin 
Laughter| 

Audience member. Yes, he puts us on the 
spot 

The President. Yes, he did. No, 'm not 
putting you on the spot. But I know one per- 
son—elected official who was a White Sox 


ning of the season? 


fan at the beginning of the season. As a mat- 
ter of fact, he was a White Sox fan at the 
beginning of his life. He’s been forever a 
White Sox fan. He is a great mayor of a great 
citv, and that’s the mayor his honor Dick 
Daley. Thanks for coming 

Roland Hemond, good to see you, Roland. 
Thank you. Just showing off my baseball 
Anybody that knows 
ter knows Roland Hemond knows some- 
thing about baseball 


Harold Baines and the other coaches. 


knowledge \laugh- 


And it’s good to see 


| understand Ozzie is on vacation, which 
I fully understand. If he’s a Caribbean guy, 
taking a look at the weather forecast up here 


vesterday would have made me not want to 
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come as well. [Laughter| But I want to con 
gratulate Ozzie Guillen, as well as the team 
and the staff, the « oaching staff, and the man 
agers, and all those who worked hard to make 
And I want to con 


on being a great manage! 


these guys ready to play 
gratulate Ozzie 
as well as becoming a 
We re 


proud to have him as an American citizen 


manager of the year, 
United States citizen earlier this year 


I don’t want to bring up the Sosa trade 
laughte) 
Audience member. Please don’t 
The President. | Laughtei 
its great 


so I won't 
won t But 


to see you. Harold Baines is one 
class act 
but he 


hous¢ 


I mean, that guy can not only hit 
brought a lot of class into the club 
ind I’m really proud to see you here 
Harold. Congratulations to you and the bud 
dies you’re working with 

And to the playe rs, congratulations. We're 
really proud to have you here at the White 
House. It means a lot for baseball fans, White 
Sox that you 
would take time to honored 
at the Whit 


to hono 


fans, all across the country 


come and he 


here House, and it’s my great 


hono1 you. It's a big deal to have 
you here 

The amazing thing about this team is you 
hard to 
do. You win one nothing on ope ning day, and 
like the 


rest of the sé 99 
] 


lead and not fal 


went wire to wire, which is really 


they’ re in your rearview fol 
It takes 
games and to remain in the 


And 


acter of the team that you put together and 


murro! 


ason a lot to win 


ter it Says something about the char 
the character of the players 
I got a firsthand report from the World 
Series from two people I love dearly who had 
would be 
I'm 
going to tell you who they were rooting for 


but it didn’t have much effect on the out 


actually front-row seats, and that 


my mother and father. [Laughte not 


come of the series, I'll put it to you that way 
Laughte 

at least 
that 


row in 


I was impr ssed as a baseball guy 
somebody who follows it still, closely 
you had four complete games in a 
the playoffs That’s a good strategy Jerry to 
the bullpen laughter| keep the 


bullpen fresh. | Laughter 


keep 


You know, there was great players but no- 
body off the chart, if you know what I mean 
which means you competed as a team. 
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Jermaine Dye had an interesting quote that 
I think is worth sharing with people who are 
paying attention at this moment. He said 
‘From the start of spring training, everybody 
was hungry.” He didn’t say one player was 
hungry or a guy going into arbitration was 
hungry or a free agent for next year was hun- 


He 


said everybody was hungry 
They re 


gry. 


everybody wanted to go out there 


and win together. Everybody was pulling on 


the same rope That’s why you're the world 
champs. Everybody was pulling on the same 
rope. And that’s what we’re here to honor 
a great championship team 

I congratulate Jermaine for being the MVP 
of the World Series. | congratulate Paul for 
being the MVP of the 


( hampionship Series. It 


American League 


must be a pretty 
cool feeling to hit a grand slam in the World 
Series. I didn’t get Little League 
much less the World Series. [Laughter| And 


you caught the last 


one in 
you had a grand slam 
out of the season: and you witnessed the birth 
Man 
what a speci il month. The Lord has blessed 
re called Mr. “Soxtober 


of your child all in the same month 
you. That’s whv vou 
Laughte r 

effect vou had on White Sox 
fans, and it must have been electrifying. One 


| know the 
women in her 90s said, “I’ve been a Sox fan 
I neve thought I'd live to 
Think about that—think about the 
JOV that vou all put in the hearts of this 90 


all my life see 


the day ‘ 


year-old person and probably some young 
ones, too, that were pulling for the White 
SOX 

The people of Chicago turned out en 
masse not only because vou were baseball 
champs but because you have brought som« 
character to the city. I want to applaud the 
organization for supporting inner-city Little 
League. | think it’s really important for this 
great State of baseball to reach out to people 
of all walks of life to make sure that the sport 
is inclusive. The best way to do it is to con 
vince little kids how to 
ing baseball 

I appreciate the baseball fields you'r 
building in Chicago, kind of little centers of 
hope, little diamonds of joy for people to 


the beauty ot play 


come and be able to play the greatest game 


ever invented. I appreciate the Chicago 


White Sox Charities, your support of cancer 
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research and cancer treatment in the metro 
politan area. Most of all, | appreciate the fact 
that these players understand they're setting 
ex umples for young boys and girls all across 
You're set 


Chicago, as well as the country 


ting the example that serving something 
greater than yourself is important in life 
coming toge ther as a team is a heck of a lot 
more important and s itistving than worrying 
about your own batting average or your own 
ERA 

And so her in the White House 
Jerry, honoring the great Chicago White Sox 


Im proud to be with vou. God bless voun 


we are 


( hampionship and God continue to bless the 
country 

Paul Konerko. Mi on behalf 
of our organization and all the fans on the 
South Side and all over the world 
to present you with this jersey and jacket 

The President. | thought you were going 
Laughte 

Jermaine Dye. And also 
down you probably wish this was a Houston 
Astros jacket. [Laughter 

The President. Now wait a minute 

Mr. Dye. Hopefully this will do 

Mr. Konerko. Thanks for having us here 
today 

The President. Actually it was 
Laughter 


President 


we 


want 


to give mea loan 


we know ce ep 


a Texas 


Rangers jacket 


) 


Nott President spoke at 2:35 
| ast at the White 

1 > ] 1] 
rhe referred to Jerry Reinsdorf, chairman, Harold 


bench Eddie 


an Ke n Williams vene! il anager 


rhe 


Room 


p.m. in the 


House In his re marks 
chair 
Ed Farmei 
itive ad 
Ozzie Guillen, man 
outfielder, and Paul Konerko 
first baseman, Chicago White Sox: Robert A 
DuPuy president and chief operating otticer 
Major League Daley 
of Chicago, I Balti 


Baines coach Einhorn, vice 


radio broadcaster, Roland Hemond, exe 


] 


viser to the general manage! 


ager, Jermaine Dye 


Mavor Richard B 


, 
and Sammy Sosa, outfielder 


Baseball 


more Orioles 


Remarks Honoring the University of 
Texas at Austin 2005 NCAA Football 
Champions 

February 14, 2006 


The President. Please be seated, except 
for you guys up there. [Laughter] Welcome 
to the White House. January 4, 2006, is a 


14 2 


= 
Ji 
day that a lot of Texas fans will never forget 
I called one lexas fans, who shall 
He 
That game was the greatest day in my 
Laughter| | Well. how about 


He Yes 


of those 


remain anonymous. I said, “How was it? 
said 
lif said 
Laughter said 
Laughte 


it 
I want to welcome 


your we dding? 


] 
that too 


Mack and Sally Brown 


Congratulations, Coach, for doing 


something that—leading this group of great 


ithletes to a victory that made a lot of Texans 
] 


proud 
I 


proud 


I 
today, but he’s not 


Roval. We 


oul 


I know you made a person you admire 
here 
and that’s Coach Darrell 


send Coach Royal our 


and a fellow who I wish wer 


we send 


best, and 
You 
something about the press, In all due respect 
that 
to underestimate people sometimes 


laucht } 


very you're following in 


] 
iil 
} 


bith 
11S footsteps know you ve learned 


| | 


tend 


1 
) hose are hy re laughte 4 they 


1 remember they start 
Well, today 
the title “Mz 


a whole new meaning This Feb 


because 
Mi 


you're giving February 


ed calling you February 
Macl 
Februan 
ruary you brought the national ¢ hamps to the 
Whit 

\< 


‘ 
of folks here to the South Lawn. We've never 


Hlouse 


you can see, you've brought out a lot 
had quite a celebration this big here, and it’s 
because there’s a lot of Texas fans living here 
in Washington. But 


officials with 


got some of the 

Mr 
Bill Powers it’s good to see you sil I appre 
and your wife, Kim. It’s 
good to see Mark Yudof and Judy, as well 


as Samara. Good to see you all again. I see 


we ve 


university us President, 


late you Coming 


the members of the board of regents James 
Huffines and Rita Clements, and other mem 
bers of the board. Thank you for being here 
Dodds, | appreciate you doing a 
nin there he is. Hi 

I want to congratulate the coaching staff 
One 


DeLoss 


DeLoss. Yes, sir. 


of the members of the staff has had an 
influence on my life. I might ask him to come 
Mad Dog. My body is what it is 
lay because of Mad Dog |Laughter| I ap 
he said, “I 


up here 
to 
preciate you. He told me once 
you ever make it to Washington, | promise 
Mi 


there with a team of champions.” 
didn’t 


you President-to-be, I'm coming up 


And he 


did. Congratulations. I know you 


owned a suit. | Laughter 


Jeff Madden. I had to get one made. 





238 Feb 
The President. | 

big enough. [1 
But Jeff is 
Audience members. Oh. 
The President. One 


Horns are here is because they were in good 


didn’t know they had one 
auchter | 


| Laughter] 
reason the mighty 
shape, and they were —— and they were 
And the reason they were 
was because of Jeff Madden and his belief 
in them as 


in good condition 


athletes and his willingness to 
work hard to get them in shape. And so you 
guys keep listening to him. 

I want to thank the members of my Cabi 
We appreciate 
I want to thank the Members 


senator 


net who are with us today. 
you being here 
Hutchison is a 


ot Congress huge 


Texas fan—as well as Members of the House 
Thank you all for being 
here to welcome this great football team. Get 
back to work here quickly. | Laughter] 

Mack can tell you what it takes to win 
but one ath 


That’s how you win 


of Re ‘presentatives 


thing it takes is a team of great 
letes pli ving toge ther 
national championships. I suspect it’s the dif- 
ference between showing up and, you know 
winning all but two and showing up and win 
ning them all, is that people figured out how 
to put something greater than themselves on 
the line—in this case, the 
football team. This was 
power 


University of Texas 
a team that 
They were 


great 


great finesse. real quick 

But the thing that impressed me about the 
team and—you know, we can follow you here 
in Washington, DC, 


follow you in Crawford 


just as well as we can 
is that this team 
never seemed—that they never figured out 
It never entered their vocab- 


they walked on the field 


the word “lose 


ulary. Every time 


you knew they were going to win. And per 


easons why is because they 
were winners off “a field as well. 


h: aps one of the 


I'm impressed by Ahmard Hall, who’s the 
fullback. Where is Ahmard? There he is. I 
don’t know if you know this or not, but he 
» Once a marine, 
served in 


was a United States marine 
always a marine. He 
and Kosovo. He 


Afghanistan 
entered the University of 
Texas on the GI bill. He’s not only a fine 
blocker—you need to get him to Baltimore 

\laughter|\—he started something called 
“Momma Bear Cares,” which sends packages 
to our troops overseas. Congratulations on 
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being a great player, but more importantly 
a great citizen. 

Mike Where’s Mike? 
There he is. I'm glad we’re on the same side 
[Laughter] Mike was involved in the Chil- 
dren’s Miracle Network last spring. | take it 
The 


is that this guy was good in the 


Garcia is with us. 


you werent a wide receiver. point is, 
trenches of 
football, and he’s good in the trenches of life 
by supporting people who need our help. 
We've got some other 
want to call them “big uglies” or but 
Kasey Studdard and Neale Tweedie and 
David Thomas. Where are those guys? Come 
on up here. The : 
here—Will Allen was supposed to be with 
them, but I think he missed the flight. Slept 
in—|laughter|—or study hall. |Laughter| 
fellas took time out of their lives to 
go to the Austin Children’s Hospital to bring 


I don’t know if you 


not 


reason these three guys are 


These 


You might have 
frightened them when they 


some joy into a kid's life. 
first 
|Laughter| But my point to you is, is that 
a championship football team is made up of 
pe ople of character and dece ncy. 

One final athlete 
of course, Vince 
back who lapplause 

Head Coach Mack Brown. 
bring his suit. 

The President. 
doesn’t need a suit. 


Saw YOu. 


want to 
the 


recognize is 
Young great quarter 


They didn’t 


Oh, that’s all 
Laughter| 


right; he 


Mr. Brown. He was supposed to 
it—forgot. 


bring 


The President. Yes, you can borrow a tie 
|Laughter| 1 think Vince will tell you that 
the reason he got to where he 


because 


is today is 
One re 
is, as well 

he understands that the 
put something back in - community into 


of his teammates. ~ason why 


Vince got to where he is because 


role of a star is to 


which you were raised. | was impressed by 
his being involved in a program called L E AP, 
which means, It’s 


Vince 


-to a young 


‘learn, enjoy, and play. 
for somebody like 
to go in and say to some other 
child, “Here’s what it takes to succeed in 
life.” It's called mentoring. And all these ath- 
letes, whether they know it or not, are men- 
toring by the way they behave. by the exam- 
ple they set for young kids all across Texas 
and all across the country. 


basically a chance 
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I want to congratulate Coach and Sally for 
setting the examples they've set for these 
players. They're instrumental in what's called 
the Rise School in Austin. It’s a school that 
helps infants and toddlers and preschool chil- 
dren with developmental disabilities. They're 


verv much involved with the Capital Cam- 


paign for the Helping Hands in Austin. They, 
like these players are good citizens 


I also want to Say congratulations to the 
coach for not only being a good—having a 
good football team, being able to raise these 
young men to butt heads harder than the 
other ones around the country, but nearly 
half the team earned a spot on the UT ath 
letic director's honor roll for posting a 3.0 


grade point average last fall 


This team won a lot of football games and 
won the national championship, but of the 
32 seniors on the team, 28 will have earned 
their degrees by the end of this summer 
and one of those, who hasn't quite earned 


And 


Vince, I'd suggest you honor that promise 


it yet, made a promise to his mother 


to your mother—{/aughter|—and get your 
degree by the end of this summer, which | 


kine mw he W ill. 


All in all 


group of individuals, people who brought 


we're honored to have a great 
great pride to our State and pride to a great 
Welcome to Washington. Con 


gratulations to the national champs the Uni 


university 


versity of Texas. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White Houses 
he referred to Darrell Roval, former head coach 
Austin football team; Wil 
president 


In his remarks 


University of Texas at 
liam Powers, |r University of Texas 
it Austin Mark G 


Yudof, chancellor, University of Texas System, his 


and his wife, Kim Heilbrun 


wife, Judy, and his daughter 
Huttines 


ch uriiial 


Samara; James R 
and Rita ¢ 

board of regents 
DeLoss Dodds 


University of Texas at 


chairman Clements, vice 


University of Texas 

men’s athletic director 
Austin; and Mike Garcia 
offensive guard, Kasey Studdard, offensive guard 
Neale Tweedie, tight end, David Thomas, tight 
end, and Will Allen, offensive guard 
of Texas at Austin football team 


System 


University 
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Statement on the Anniversary of the 
Death of Former Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon 
February 14, 2006 

One year ago today former Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri was assassinated. 
Mr. Hariri was a great Lebanese patriot who 
worked to rebuild a free, independent, and 
prosperous Lebanon after years of brutal civil 
war. Our thoughts are with the people of 
Lebanon as they mark this anniversary. 

Lebanon has continued to make progress 
in the year since Mr. Hariri’s murder, thanks 
to the foundation of freedom he laid and the 
determination of the Lebanese people. Leb- 
anon has conducted a free and fair par- 
liamentary election and begun economic re- 
forms. Great challenges remain, and the 
United States will continue to stand with the 
people of Lebanon as they strive to build a 
free and democratic future 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report by the 
National Science Board 
February 14, 2006 


lo the Congress of the United States 

12 U.S.C. 1863(j)(1), I 
transmit herewith a report prepared for the 
Congress and the Administration by the Na- 
tional Science Board entitled 
2006 


represents the seventeenth in the series ex- 


Consistent with 


“Science and 
Engineering Indicators This report 
amining key aspects of the status of science 


and engineering in the United States. 
George W. Bush 


Che White House, 
February 14, 2006 


Remarks on Health Care in Dublin, 
Ohio 
February 15, 2006 


Thanks for coming. Please be seated. Jack, 
thanks for the introduction; thanks for letting 
us convert your lobby into a—|laughter| 
place to come and visit. 

So I get on Air Force One this morning, 


I said, “Take me to Dublin”’—the guy heads 
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We nay S 
stands that choice for the consumers is im 
that 


tands that GIVING ¢ mploye es 


, 
portant I also 


Wendy S unde rs 


l 
th opportunih to make 


ippreciate the fact 


] ] 
rational choices in 


health care is an important 


a workforce that is vigorous 


' 
part of having 


active and en 
1} ] l 1] 
thused about then 


And SO today I'm 
health 


health care 


\ 
JODS 


here to tall 


1 
ibout innovation in the 
sure the 


nited States of 


, , 
place how we can make 


1 
system in the | America ré 
world 

] 1 
And so Jac k thanks for 


Thanks for be Ing 


] 
mains the best in the 
1 
letting me 

] 
1 love the en 


And the en 


tre prem urial spirit doesn’t end if you happen 


{ COTTE 
in Innovator 
trepreneurial spirit of America 
to be matter of tact 
its important to remain entrepreneurial no 
And to have 
like Wendy's introduce HSAs 


I'm about to talk about 


a big company. As a 
matter what your size is 1com 
pany which 
reminds me that the 
entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well here 

I appreciate the team, the management 
team, and all the employees for giving m« 
a chance to come and visit. I will ke ep my 
remarks relatively short so you can get back 
to work Laughte) 

Governor thank you for comme I appre 
ciate Governor Bob Taft joining us. Yester 
day I had the privilege of meeting with his 
wife, Hope. We were talking about how to 
rally the great armies of compassion around 
the United States to help provide love and 
help and concern for those amongst us who 
need love and help and concern. 
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Bush 


[ want to thank 


* . | % 
yomovicn. | vé 


, | 
e s steady: he 
P Tl ] 
Tit i ilallk 
ant 
United States 


7 
t 1o 


megressm 


David 
ai 
vell as ( 
4 : 
Thank vou all for « 
rl 
i} 


with us: Mr 


The preside nt 


ic speaker ol ouse 1S 
Speake r, thanks for joi 
of the 
} 


nin’ us 


4 1] . 
Ohio Senate vith us Glad vou TU 


ire here: thanks for I also want to 


mention Senator St 
senatol 


coming 
ve Stivers, United States 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Ohio Na 
tional Guard 
duty in the 


Clate 


He served a 12-month tour of 
Middle | 


ast and 
your service 


Africa. | appre 


God bless you and youn 


{ ! 


umily and God ble SS il our troops in harm’s 
Wal 

| skipped the majority 
mean to—Mr. Majority 
in oversight, you know? Thank you for being 


here Larry Flowers | 


didn't 


Lé ader in tact, its 


leader | 


want to thank the 
Dublin for joining us 
\ppreciate you coming Mayor I'm honor d 
Thanks for taking time out ol 
your schedule 


mavor of the city of 
you re here 


folks that work here 
ibout them later. But 


I just met with some 
at Wendy’s—I'll talk 
I also met with the owner of a restaurant 
Ciotol: l Shawn 
Kessinger; he’s the vice pre sident of finance 
for the Ohio Credit League Union. I met 
with a farmer, Debbie Carr. We talked about 


health care from the perspective of small 


here, Frank met with 


business owners entrepreneurs. | liste ned to 
their concerns: I listened to their solutions 
And as I begin to give this address on the 
health care system, I want you to know that 
many of their thoughts are incorporated in 
what the vision is for good health care. So 
thanks for taking time to be here today 

Let me start by giving you kind of a state 
of the economy: It’s strong. I recognize 
there’s parts of Ohio that aren’t necessarily 
as strong as other parts of the country. But 


from an overall perspective, when you look 





rtant O 
an economy 


improve theu 
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] 1 
people The more 


prod 


ictive you 


citizen or the more productive you 
I 
, Ss 
is a company, the more lUkely it 1S you 
I 
vill 


} ] 
generate higher revenues and high 


quality yf life 


] | 
And so produc tivity is increasing, which is 


‘ , 
a measurement ot not only this « 


competitiveness, but as a measure of ' 
I 
] 


life 1s improving | 


Or not 


} 


HOUSITICSSEeS a\&e 


or 

thriving. That’s 
Most new jobs in America 
And when thx 
business sector is thriving, it means 
ire working. We've added 4.7 


jobs over the last 2! VE 


news 


} 


\ small businesse S 
million new 
national un 
That S low 


improving here in Ohio. Th 


‘ars The 
( mploym« nt rate is 4.7 percent 

Things are 
unemployment rate is still 5.9 percent but 
nevertheless 


You ve 


Obviously 


the trends are in good shape 


1 


gone from 6.4 percent to 5.9 percent 


there’s still work to do George 


and members of the delegation are con 
cerned about trade that is fair and free. He 
wants the manufacturers here in Ohio to b 
treated fairly in places like China. I assured 
him I understand it’s part of my job. I'm 
going to India at the end of this month, and 
I'm going to make it clear to the Indians 
We will look forward to trading with vou 
but just treat us the way we treat you; that’s 
all we ask.” The reason I say that is becaus« 
we can compete with anybody, anytime, any 
where, so long as the rules are fair 

The fundamental question is how do we 
remain a leader in the world economy? You 
know, there’s uncertainty in this economy of 
that 


kind of creates a sense of uncertainty Peopl 


ours. People are changing work a lot 


see China and India out there looming as 


is 
. Lind ] 

just kind of shut 

r, “Why 

tterent point of 

it fear the 

ure. My atti 

nust 


, 
vorid econ 


» how to 

ng today 
ome. First 
n the world 
it comes 

So I'm pro 
American Com 
vill double the 


esearch in basic sciences 


ongress an 
ness Initiative, which 
over the next 
ears 
And Sect nadly | 
+} 


ione in the private sector 


recognize most research 


and yet the in- 


} 


companies to invest in research 


tec hnologi« s, which 


} 
living and makes sure our econ 


mcreases 


on the | ading edge 1S 


hrough the 
search and deve lopm nt tax credit. It ex 
im annual basis. It is very difficult 

sector to plan when a Tax Cod 

And so Congress, in order to 
we invest in the future, should 
research and development tax 
Tax ( ode 


in order to remain competitive 


a permanent 


Finally 


part of ow 


ve've got to have kids who understand math 
ind science. And so I laid out an initiative 

spent some time talking about it last week. 
talking about it. ['m 


looking forward to working with 


I'm going to continue 
this is an 
issue, by the way, where we can put aside 
needless politics which tends to dominate 
Washington D¢ 


the future 


and focus on the good for 
of this country. I'm confident we 
can get some thing done on this very impor- 
tant education as well as research and tech 
nology issue 

In order to make sure we're competitive 
The 
In order to 


we've got to be wise about your money 
tax relief we passed is working 
make sure America is the most competitive 
Nation in the world, we've got to keep your 
taxes low and be wise about how we spend 
vour money, which means we've got to learn 


to set priorities in Washington, DC. We can’t 
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to be 
comes to spending your money. We're on the 
way to cutting this deficit in half by 2009 
and I intend to keep us on track to cut the 
deficit in half by 2009. 

But to be wise 


try all things to all people when it 


to be competitive in the 
future, we ve got to get off being hooked on 
Middle Eastern oil. In order for us to grow 

I said something in the State of the Union 
that probably surprised some of you. I said, 
we have a serious problem; we're addicted 
to oil. But | meant what I said. I fully under 
stand that an economy that requires oil from 
parts of the world that—where some coun 
tries may not like us, puts our economic secu- 
rity at risk and puts our national security at 


risk 


members of both parties to advance techno 


And I’m serious about working with 


logical research that will enable us to drive 
cars by using switch grass aS a base stock of 
ethanol—or wood chips as well as the corn 


and sovbeans we use today. I mean, I can’t 


wait for the day, and I know future Presi 


dents can’t wait for the day, when somebody 
walks in with the farm report and says, “Mr 
President, the crops are up, and we're less 
dependent on Middle Eastern oil.” And it’s 
coming; it Ss Coming 

To ke ep this « ountry competitive, we need 
a health care system that prov ides Americans 
with high quality care at good prices And 
that’s what I want to talk about today. The 
health care costs are rising sharply in Amer 
ica. If they continue rising the way they are 
that will make us less competitive. Many 
Americans are worried that they're not going 
to get the treatments they need. Small busi 
nesses, in particular are struggling to pay tor 
health care for their employees. If two-thirds 
of the new jobs in America are created by 


small and youl small-business 


businesses 
owner is struggling to keep their employee 
base because of health care, then we've got 
to do something about it. Workers have lost 
FOC rd cove rage because they're changing jobs. 
I've told you there’s uncertainty in the mar- 
ketplace because people are changing work. 
And if you fear about losing health care when 
you change work, it creates even more uncer- 
tainty. 

More than 45 million Americans have no 
health insurance at all, and this is unaccept- 
able for our country. We've got the best 
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health care system in the world, make no 
mistake about it. The question is how do we 
keep it that way? And I've got some ideas 
for you. 

First of all, we've got to choose between 
two competing philosophies when it comes 
to health care. Behind all the rhetoric in 
Washington and all the proposals, there’s 
really a philosophical debate. On the one 
hand there’s SOTHE folks who good-hearted 
folks, good, decent folks who believe that 
Government ought to be making the deci 
sions for the health care industry. And there 
are some of us who believe that the health 
care industry ought to be centered on the 
consumer. 

I think as we kind of make our minds up 
about what philosophy works, it’s important 
to look at 
Other nations have ade ypted tor Government 


the world health care systems 


control of health care for centralized deci- 
sionmaking when it comes to health care 
which has created long waiting lines and 
quality of care not as good as the American 
system and a significant lag in technological 
development. 

We've done a different path up to now in 
our Nation’s history. We believe in private 
medicine that encourages innovation and 
That’s the 
American public health up until now 
make 


choice; ['m going to lead the Congress to 


cornerstone ol 
And 


I've made my 


change. been 


we have a choice to 


make sure that our health care system pre 
serves America’s system ol private medicine, 
that we strengthen the relationship between 
doctors and patients and that we make the 
benefits of private medicine more affordable 
and accessible for 


our citizens. That’s ou 


strategy. 


Obviously, Government has a role to play 


We have made a commitment to the poor 
and the elderly in the United States, and it’s 
a commitment we're going to keep When 
I got to Washington, I took a look at the 
Medicare system. It’s a very important part 
of our Nation’s health care system, and that 
is Medicare, except it was old and tired and 
hadn't been changed. It was a centrally-con- 
trolled system. I'll give you an example of 
what I meant by old and tired. This is a sys- 
tem that paid $28,000 for ulcer surgery 

when you've got an ulcer, you check in the 
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hospital Medicare would write you a 
$28,000 check. It wouldn't pay the $500 nec- 
essary to prevent the ulcer from happening 
in the first place. In other words, medicine 
had begun to change, and Medicare didn't 
change with it. One reason why is because 
it’s centrally controlled: all decisions had to 
be made by people out of Washington, DC 

And so I worked with Members of the 
United States Congress to modernize the sys- 
tem. I said, “If we’ve got a commitment to 
our elderly, let's make the commitment a 
good one.” We're not going to make the com- 
mitment and have it be a mediocre commit- 
ment; it ought to be a good sound commit- 
And we did. And we added the pre- 
scription drug benefit to Medicare that mod 
ernizes the system. 


ment 


And at the same time, we gave seniors 
more options from which to choose. See part 
of making sure a health care system works 
seems like to me, the consumers ought to 
have more choice. In a centralized system 
the Government makes the choice. In a pri 


vate system that focuses on kind of the mat 


kets people ought to have a choice People 


ought to be able to be given different options 
from which to choose 

And so we did modernize the system It’s 
tough sledding up there in Washington to get 
things changed. [Laughter People like the 
status quo at times. Twenty-four million 
Americans have now signed up to the new 
Medicare plan since January Ist. That's a lot 
of folks, 24 million. Hundreds of thousands 
are enrolling each week. Now needless to 
say, when you have a change that size, there’s 
going to be some things that need to be ad- 
justed in the system And you probably read 
about kind of the dual-eligible problem | 
don't know if you've had that problem here 
in Ohio, Governor. We're dealing with it. 
Our job is to solve problems when they arise. 
When you have that big a shift, you can 
image there’s going to be glitches. But by 
far, the vast majority of people are signing 
up to a program that’s making a big dif- 
ference in their lives. 

Competition—in other words, when you 
have choices, it creates a sense of competi- 
tion in the marketplace- is lowering costs for 
American seniors. The average premium that 
seniors now pay for the prescription drug 
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benefit is a third less than what was expected. 
In other words, when we started rolling out 
the plan it was expected that the prescription 
drug benefit would cost the seniors $37 a 
month. The actual cost is $25 a month. It’s 
an interesting lesson about what can happen 
when you give people different options from 
which to choose 

The other thing that’s important for you 
all to know is that the typical senior will end 
up spending about half of what he or she 
used to spend on prescription drugs. I mean, 
if you want the system to function well, it 
seemed like to me and others here that we 
ought to modernize the system to make it 


good for our seniors. It’s working 


If you happen to have a mother or father 
or a neighbor who’s a senior, I strongly urge 
you to get your loved one or your friend to 
call 1-S00—Medicare or to go on the web at 
medicare.gov and help that person realize 


the great new options available to him or her. 


Medicaid, as well, is a program that we 
take very seriously. It’s a program aimed at 
he Ilping the poor. It's administered in con- 
junction with States. It is health care for low- 
income families with children poor seniors, 
and disabled Americans. It’s a very important 
program. It needed to be restructured, how- 
ever, in order to make the program actually 
work in a cost-effective way And so we de- 
cided to work with the States to give Gov 
ernors and folks at the local level more flexi- 
bility in how to structure the program to 


meet the needs at the local level. 


See, in the past, if you had a good idea, 
if old Taft had a good idea, he had to come 
to Washington and beg permission for a waiv- 
er: “I, the Governor, was elected to do some- 
thing good for the people. P'm worried about 
those who are qualified for Medicaid. Please 
give me permission to do what I think is 
right.” The new bill I signed is one which 
will make the States 
flexibility when it comes time to signing up 


give States a lot more 
pec ple to designing eligibility standards to 
providing what the programs ought to look 
like. In other words, it’s flexibility all aiming 
to make sure the Medicaid system works 
well. 
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We take th 


fully understand what happe ns when the bu 


program seriously but we 
reaucracy becomes so encrusted that it’s im 
possible to design programs that will actually 
meet States budgetary needs as well as the 
needs of the peopl And we're remedying 
that fact 

goal ol 


I mentioned to you we have the 


making sure that our budgets are 
One ol 


the bill I just signed and the budget | pro 


re spt yn 


sible the budget | just signe d or 


1 
posed IS finally beginning to do something 


| l 
about the growth in Medicare and Medicaid 


I want to describe to vou a little bit about 


what we're doing 
Let me give you this story kind of an anal 
there 


vour car down to the speed limit or putting 


Og is a difference between slowing 


your car into reverse. I want you to think 


about that as | explain to vou that, in working 


with the Congress, we have slowed Medicare 


growth down from 8.1 percent a year to 7. 
In other 
the 


slow the gro vth rate down to make Medicare 


perce nt a veal words. we found 


wavs to reform system so that we can 


more affordable for future 
We're 
just finding the speed limit 

Same thing with Medicaid. It grows 


it down from 6.9 percent a vear to 6.6 pel 
A 


generations 
not putting the car in reverse: we're 


slow 


cent a vear, which means just by slow Ing the 
growth rate down on those two important 
the 


efficient and delivering better 


programs and, at Same time making 


the mh more 
services, we're saving the taxpayers $104 bil 
I want to thank the Con 
gress for working on this. You hear rhetoric 
rhe 


going 


lion over 5 vears 


of course, that we're starving the poo! 


car is going th speed limit; it’s not 
backwards 

Now, the long-term solution for Medicare 
requires and Social Security requires an 
understanding that we’ve got a lot of baby 
boomers getting ready to retire. The true 
strain on our budget is really going to be the 
unfunded deficits caused by a baby boom 
with fewer workers to 
pay for guys like me. See? I mean, a lot of 


us are retiring 


generation retiring 


As a matter of fact, my retire 
I turn 62 on 2008, which is 


pretty convenient time to retire 


ment date is 
(laughter| 
|Laughter| There’s a lot of us, a whole lot 
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of us. And there are fewe1 people paying in 
the system per person retiring 

And what’s interesting—and you've got to 
know this—is that my generation has been 
promised greater benefits than a previous 
generation 
start to think about 


have been promised greater benefits with 
| g 


So you can imagine when you 


the strain, a lot of us 
fewer people paying for us. And it’s not going 
to work; it’s simply not going to work 

the State of the 


and | explained this to George and 


| Was very serious in 
Union 
that I understand a solu 
tion to Social Security 


of dealing with a bulge of 


the Congressmen 
ind Medicare in terms 
retirees 1S going 
to require a bipartisan solution. And I mean 
it to Members of Congress—I expect there 
to be a bipartisan effort to come up with a 
solution. Nothing will pass the House or the 
Senate unless there’s iwreement And now 
is the time to put aside the politics that have 
stopped rational people from coming up with 
1 rational answer to a very serious problem 
to set it aside, sit down at the table, and solve 


all 


travel the country looking at young workers 


this problem once and for sO we Can 


and saying, “You're not going to pay payroll 
You re 
going to pay payroll taxes into a system which 
will be 


taxes into a bust svstem anymore 


around not only for baby boomers 
like me but for a young generation of Ameri 
cans coming up.” Now is the time for us to 
get something done 

I want to talk about another program that’s 
working. One of the things that we've got 
to do is spend time in Washington actually 
measuring results of programs. You know 
every title on a bill sounds just fantastic 


Laughtei 


you 
know The problem is, is that 
every bill doesn’t deliver the results it’s sup 
posed to. I will tell you about a program that 
does. It fits into a vision of a health care sys 
tem where the Government does have re 
sponsibility, and that’s community health 
centers. 

One of the real strains on local hospitals 
and local health prov iders is the fact that the 
poor and the indigent use emergency rooms 


for primary care—it’s an incredibly ineffi- 


cient use of assets. It’s an important use ol 
assets if somebody can’t find care and they 


need help—I'm not denigrating the people 
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More people are getting the surgery; they're 
giving up their glasses and contact lenses 

The market is working. I think if you go 
back and look at the history of the pricing 
of LASIK surgery, the availability of LASIK 
surgery, you ll find that when consumers start 


showing up saying, “I want to know more 


information: I'm interested in this idea, how 


about—how does your cost compare to old 
Joe's ove! here the market he gan to ad 
just. LASIK surgery is now more widespread 
al Tritic h more re asonable cost fol CONSUTETS 

And so, how to affect those kinds of cost 
changes in the that’s 
And one 
to make health care 
health 


counts. Many peopl in our country don’t 


I will 


health care industry 


what we're really here to discuss 


Waly to do so is to more 


responsive 1s through SavIngsS ac 


know what a health savings account Is 
start to try to explain it here 

First 
health care 


it is a part of our drive to make 


more cConsumel drive 1 Phe res 


two ¢ omponents to a health Savings account 


one is low-cost catastrophic insurance CO\ 


erage and a tax-free health Savings account 


Those are the two components of what I'm 


talking about. Cat istrophic coverage protects 


vou and the family in the event of de 


vastating 


medical illness—if vou’re really sick ita 


strophic plan kicks in 
iccount portion ol this 
product allows you and your employer to 


Phe health sa Ings 


contribute tax-free to pay for routine medical 


costs. In other words, your company or youl 
two makes a tax 


self or a combination of the 


free contribution into a health Savings plan 
a savings plan that you own. It’s yours to call 


your own. And the savings within that plan 

In other 

going to put it under your pillow you put 
I 


The 


Your money is growing 


are tax-tree words, vou’re not just 


it into a bank until you use it interest 
will be tax-free 

It means that if you don’t spend money 
In your savings account on health care, you 


You 


have money growing for health care to pay 


can roll it over to the next vear, tax-free 
incidental expenses; its growing at a reason 
able interest rate: it’s vours you call your own 
And if you don’t spend it in a year, you can 
put it into the next vear and the next vea 
and the next year 

LiSAs 


mean you can shop around until you get the 


For many routine medical needs 
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best treatment for the best price. In other 
words, it’s your money: you're responsible for 
routine medical expenses; the insurance pays 
for the catastrophic care. You're responsible 
for paying for the portion of your health car 
And sO you 

We I. can t 
we find this drug at a little che aper cost? 
Mavbe we Cah 
old Joe does it for X 
Yr OG 


allows vou to choose treatment or tests that 


costs up to your deductible 
you talk to your doctor: you sa\ 
Or you go to a specialist 
do this a little better 
why don’t vou trv it 


I'm going for 


meet your needs in a way that you're com 
fortable with when it comes to paying the 


bills 


In other words, decisions about routine 
medical treatments are made by vou and the 
doc, not by third party peopl that vou never 
And all of a sudden 
this type of thinking in the system price 

You re You 
Well there’s a better 
way to do this and mor 

Phe 1 cost of catastrophic insur 
ance and HSA contributions are 
usually less expensiv than traditional coy 
In othe: 
making health care 
the way, these HSAs became 
tried to do it in the 

thin! ves—medical Savings 
called them. He couldn't gel 
vho had the 


didn’t want any competition which som 


know when you inject 


Starts to matter ware ol price 


begin to Say mavbe 
cost-etfective way 
combines 
coverage 
erage. That's important to know 
HSAs are 
By 


Ce ore? 


vords Hiore 
affordable 
expanded mid 
1990s, 1996 |] 
accounts, he 


them going Peopk business 


times happens in the marke tplace Laugh 
ter| But he thought of the idea: it mace 
This really HSAs have kicked 
Medicare bill | 


And thev haven't been around a long 


Sense these 


off big time because of the 


signed 


time. They're just kind of a fresh product 


that the marketplace is becoming used to 
Forty percent of those who own HSAs 
incomes below $50.000 a veal 


have family 


In other words, if people are having trouble 
all of 


more affordabl 


affording traditional insurance a sud 


the HSA 
product. HSAs make a difference—ar 


den becomes a 
» mak 
ing health care more accessible to those with 
In the first vear HSAs wer 
available, more than a third of those who 


bought HSAs had been uninsured. In other 


out imsurance 
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words as health care becomes more afford 


able 


body who is uninsured to be able to pick up 


it makes it easier, obviously, for some 
health insurance 


You know, a lot of young folks are 


unin 
sured. You might remember the days when 
you kind ol felt like you were never gong 
to get sick. 
buy insurance? Why do you need coverage? 


Wait a 


minute, this is a pretty good deal. If 'm going 


Laughter| So why should you 


\ lot of young folks are saying 


to stay healthy and can save a portion of that 
money, tax-free, and I'm not going to spend 
all ol a 


nest egg really begins to build 


money on health care for a while 
sudden a 
By the way, it’s a nest egg they call their 


own, not something the Government—il 


there’s excess money in your account, the 
Government can’t take it away, or insurance 
can't take it away t's vours. You own the 
thing. It’s a vital part o! kind of a re sponsible 
society is when there’s a sense of ownership 
in important parts of our economy 

Over the last 10 months, the 


HSAs has tripled In oth I words pr opk 


number of 
ure 
One of the reasons I'm her 
talking about HSAs at Wendy's is 


vouve decided to imple ment this 


becoming aware 
becaus« 
product 
; | 
I want peopl to be aware of it. The number 
of people who bought HSAs has gone 


i million to 3 million 


irom 
I'm going to talk today 
about wavs to make sure that HSAs are 
evi n expand even further 

debate in 


You know, I can remember thi 


Washington 


Tie mibe r Oe pe rsont who said 


Vou Cali aS WC! I re 
Health sav 
, 

not a solution for the unin 
they 


| hh Sure 


Ings accounts are 
favor the 

They ve 
he Ipc d the uninsured, and a lot of folks with 
$50.000 are thes 


If you're 


sured; theyre re OTESSIVE 


wealthy.” It's just not the facts 


mcomes under 


buying 
plans It’s kind of basically saving 
you cant make 
That’s kind of a 

Wi I] decid 
figure it out yourself.” I 
think a lot of folks here at Wendy's would 


argue that point of view is just simply back 


not making a lot of money 
decisions for yoursell 
Washington attitude, isn’t it 


lor you: you can t 


wards and not true 
People have said that expanding HSAs 
would fail to reduce health care costs. It’s 
just not the case. I just talked to Joe Cava 
he knows what it’s done to 


your costs 
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Wendy's decided to take on this product. You 
were facing double-digit increases in the cost 
yf providing health care. That’s a strain if 
you're a CEO. In order to have a workforce 
you've got to have a workforce that’s com 
fortable with the health care plan, and all 


of a sudden, it’s beginning to take big bites 


out of the balance sheet. It’s hard to expand 
your business, it’s hard to grow when more 
and more of your costs are being consumed 
by health care And it provides a real tension 
lol small business owners Or large business 
managers—how do you take care of your 
pe opk ? No corporation, no entity can run 
unless the people are taken care of and, at 
the same time expand your business 

rhe company wanted to reduce projected 
health You didn't 


keep passing on the high costs of 


care imcreases want to 
increasing 
costs to your employees So they adopted 
HSAs. About 9.000 of Wendy's full-time em 
plovees and their families have got HSAs. In 
Wendy's said Why don’t we 
Five people a chance to make health care d 

They don't have some 
of the attitude in Washington. If you believe 


ke Washington believes, you would never 
try an HSA because 


1 
the! words 


cisions themselves 


dec ide 
? That’s not what the 
s here at Wendy's thought 

At the LiSAs 
more than 90 percent of Wendy's employees 
had their 


ad positive 
there’s a sharing 


Peopk can t 


for the mselves SEE 


I 
1] 


ite) 


end of the first vear with 


balances in savings ac 
counts. In 
ratio Phe 


premium for the 


othe I words 


company paid helped pas the 
They 


share d the money that FOS in to help pay 


catastrophic care 


for incidental o1 


perce nt of the 


ite) the 


routine expenses But 90 


folks didn’t use all the money 


, 
routine expenses It's kind of inter 


esting, maybe it helps preventative medicine 
| guess—when watching your 


you re own 


money, and you realize that if you take care 
fy bod | ‘xercise | | 

ol your body and you exercise and you don t 
do stupid things, you end up saving money 


Laughte } 


your money, not the company s money 


And when vou save money, it’s 


Medical claims through this company have 
ar ( reased by 17 pe recent since thev ve imple 
mented HSAs. It’s an interesting statistic, I 


think 


costs going at double-digit rates, Wendy's 


After more than 5 vears of health care 
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need to know. You 
HSAs 

m lool 
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San 
mDioved 
7 i] 
companies that 

i 

i disady imitate 


And so 


your HSA ta 


Ol 


amount 
i 


IS limite d to 


son out 


Wo 
We « 
on. the 


ir HSA so 


Import ul 
lly, HSA 


t the practi 


I told vou p> ei 
ne ol the probl 


vi a the \ ch Lp 


» don't unde rstam lose their health « ire 
iat Marla has to say ple feel like they 
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, nric | 
more { \ 


| 
quaity on most com 
" , 
rmedk il procedures 
I 
Vorners I 


i Im 
’ , , 
changing Wo | l 


» OUT 


ying to have a little visit 
in the insurance industry and the 
ind the business indus 
Spare Hcy I know Me ii 
on a bill. It 


OrkKing 
| ! 
| { 1 ) aon vith people Say 
I I 
ount tal 


] 
mad its my 


portant to be 
ws a bill out there 


i 


strong 


portant is to ipph 
hnology tO ou med 


p! wetice 2 Ist Cen 
century filing 
int issue. One 


CuUse 


vou 


lol 
] 


] 
ted upon IS that its gol 


Theres nothing 


our OWT health records 
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And so any system that works is one that is 
it’s your record: you decide the disclosure 
of your health records 

And let me give you an example about how 
such a system can work and what I’m trying 
to explain to you about how to help control 
and After 
Katrina hit, there was hundreds of veterans 
that had to be relocated. What's interesting 


costs reduce medical errors 


is, is that the Veterans Department has al 
ready started this information technology 


modernization. There are elec- 


And SO 


when these poo! folks got scattered around 


medical 
tronic medical records for veterans 
the country, the doctors and providers had 
access to the electronic records of our vet 
erans 

So if a person had a diabetes issue up pops 
on the screen the information, the latest test 
the medicine being taken. It was an incred 
ibly efficient way to make sure that the health 
care needs of our veterans were met during 
this time of catastrophe. It helped people fill 
out the prescription drugs of our seniors 
without fear of error. It helped a local doc 
say, “Well, gosh, look, you’ve been taking this 
medicine in the past; 'm going to prescribe 
it for in order to make 


you in the future 


sure that your health care needs continue 
it you have your own medical record your 
own electronic medical record, and you get 
sick in a remote part of our country pe ople 
instantly see your blood type the issues that 
you've faced in the past really important in 
formation about your—about who you are 
and what you're going to need to help you 

And we're on our way to providing a na- 
tionwide information network. It’s going to 
help save maybe 25 percent of the costs in 
1 told vou that one of the im 


portant things we've got to be worried about 


medical care 
is how to deal with the cost-drivers, how to 
with a 
commonsense solution, deal with rising costs 
One way is to modernize health care. An- 
other way is to put consumers in charge of 


come up with Ways to, practically 


making decisions with transparency in pric 
ing 

I want to talk a little bit about small busi- 
nesses. Obviously, I've told you once and I 
really mean it, | understand how important 


small businesses are for the economy. I also 
love the thought of America being a great 
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place for entrepreneurship. There's nothing 
better than talking to somebody and Saving 
I started my own business,” or, “I own my 
own company It’s refreshing to me. It’s just 
really an important part of the American ex 
perience. And obviously, as I mentioned 
health care is a really important issue for 
small business. If you sat down with a round 
table of small businesses, the first issue that 
comes to their mind is I can't provide 
health care for my people; how do you expect 
me to stay in business when health care costs 
are driving us out?” Well, HSAs help a lot 
and I really urge American small businesses 


to take a look at HSAs ’ 
Wendy’s; they'll be good for you as well. 


They re good tor 


Here’s another idea: One of the problems 
that small businesses have is that they enter 
into the market—they're trying to provide 
traditional insurance without any risk pool 
behind them. I youve got three people 
it’s a heck of a lot 
more expensive then if you re trying to insure 
3,000 people or 10,000 people In other 


youre trying to insure 


words, the more people that are in the risk 
pool the lower the cost of traditional insur 
And SO | look 
forward to working with the Congress to ex 
pand what we call associated health plans 
That’s kind of Washington speak for allowing 


small firms to band together to buy insurance 


ance is for a small business 


at the same discounts that big companies get 

Pll give you an example. You've got your 
self a family restaurant here in Dublin, Ohio 
They've got 10 employees, and you try to go 
in the marketplace and it’s prohibitively eX 
pensive. It seems to make sense to me that 
the family restaurant in Dublin ought to team 
up with family restaurants all across the 
country, so that the employees provide one 
big risk pool to help lower the cost for small 
businesses. It is a practical way of helping 
small businesses that choose not to go into 
HSAs to be able to buy traditional insurance 
in a cost-effective way 

The bill passed the House of Representa 
tives: it remains stuck in the United States 
Senate. I urge the Senate—I urge the Senate 
for the sake of affordable health care for 
small businesses and their employees, to pass 
associated health plans 

I'll talk about one other issue. | hope 
you re hanging in there with me _ here 
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Laughter| And that issue is one that I re 


member well when I was traveling your 
State, and that is the number of good docs 
that are getting driven out of practice be 
cause of frivolous lawsuits. If you’re worried 
about affordabilty of health care 
ability of health care 


be concerned about junk lawsuits. You just 


and avail 
then you have got to 


have to be because a lot ol docs and pro 
viders, thinking theyre going to get sued 
practice what’s called defensive medicine 
They order tests; they write prescriptions 


- } 
that simply are not necessary so thev can pro 


I 
tect themselves from being sued in a court 


of law by a trial lawyer. That’s just a fact 


ol life 

I find interesting a quote from an emer 
gency physician here. Here’s what this pet 
‘In 


practice exposure 


son said an effort to reduce our mal 


that means, in an effort 
not to get sued 
to 


tients 


‘we re being encouraged 


overtreat, overtest, and overadmit pa 
It has to be driving medical costs 
right out of the roof, and it is. It is 

In order to address the rising cost of health 
are, we've got to have a rational liability sys 
tem. If you're harmed, you ought to have 
your day in court. There ought to be justice 
But we ¢ 
laws that make sure that you get your due 
claims without encouraging a plethora ol 


lot of 


for you, if youre injured an write 


junk lawsuits that is costing you a 
money 

I'll tell you how it’s costing you money 
The cost of defensive medicine—in other 
words, practicing medicine that is otherwise 
not necessary is estimated to cost our soci 
ety $60 to $100 billion a vear. It raises the 
cost of Medicare, Medicaid, Veterans Affairs 
and other health programs by an estimated 
$28 billion a year 

You're it. You're working hard 


You're putting money into the 


paving 
paying your 
taxes, and $28 billion of those taxes goes to 
pay for the cost of frivolous and junk lawsuits 
As equal 


more importantly in my judg 


ment, actually, is that good docs are leaving 


the practice of medicine. 


I said something in the State of the Union 
and it’s a startling statistic, if you really take 
time to think about it, and that is there are 
1,500 counties in America without an ob-gyn 
There are 15 counties in your State of Ohio 


15 251 


without Now, that isn’t right. | 


mean these are good docs who are involved 


an ob-gyn 


with the precious—the delivery of precious 
life a lot. And 
they're leaving the practice, and it’s putting 


And they're getting sued. 


a lot of women in a bind. Women are having 
to travel miles. There’s nothing worse than 
being—having uncertainty at this very impor- 
tant time of life. 

And we need to do something about it 
I thought when I got to Wash- 


ington it was 


you know 
Governor. Now 
when I see the effect on the Federal budget 
of $28 billion a vear, it’s a national issue. It 
requires a national response. The House of 


a State issue 


Representatives passed a good piece of legis- 
lation. The trial lawyers have got it stuck in 
the United States Senate 
iffordable health care and available health 


For the sake of 
care, for the sake of good health care for our 
women across the United States of America, 
we need medical liability reform this year 
So that’s what I wanted to talk about 
laughter|—wavs to make health care more 
affordable and more available. | hope you can 
get a sense of my philosophy that when you 
trust the American people to make wise deci- 
sions about their health care positive things 
happen Free markets and competition trans 
form our world. They have the power to 
transform our health care system. It’s impor 
Wendy's recognized that 
health 


tant to recognize 


when you introduced savings ac 
counts 

The agenda I just talked about, one I'm 
looking forward to working with both Demo 
crats and Republicans in Congress, builds on 
the strengths of the private sector, recognizes 
what’s good, and let’s continue to build on 
that. It focuses on practical, market-based so 
lutions. It offers the potential to deliver real 
improvements, genuine improvements in the 
lives of our fellow citizens. 

The heart of the reform is that you got 
to trust the people of the United States of 
America. And I do. And I do. I want to thank 
you for giving me a chance to come by and 
visit with you. God bless you. God bless our 


country 


Not! The 
Wendy's International 


13 


Inc. In his remarks, he re- 


President spoke at 12 p-m. at 
ferred to Jack Scheussler, chairman and chief ex- 


ecutive officer, and Jeffrey Cava, executive vice 
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\/ this pom Di Gail Wile nsky senior fe [- 
low, Project HOPI 


The President. Thank you for the lead 
in. We spend a lot of money at the Federal 
level, and you would expect that if we're sit 


made brief remarks 


ting up here talking about transparency then 
we ought to do something about it. | mean 
the Federal Government is the largest pur 
chaser of health care—am I right—46 per 
cent of all health care dollars 

Dr. McClellan. That's right 

The President. Okay. What are you going 
to do about it? [Laughter 

Dr. McClellan. Well, Mr. President 
are doing a lot about this already 


Before the 


Medicare provided a drug discount card for 


we 
as you 
know Medicare drug benefit 
millions of seniors to enable them to save 
And with that card 
information 


billions of dollars we 


made _ available on discounted 
drug prices for all the prescription drugs and 
all the pharma ies around the country. Sen- 
iors use that information to keep prices 
down. They shopped, and we saw during the 
course of this program, savings actually in 
crease over time. We also Saw lots ot seniors 
switching to drugs that they found out about 
that could 
much lower cost 

The President. One thing a person watch 


ing out there 


meet their medical needs at a 


what we're talking about, for 
example when it comes to putting informa 
tion out on drugs, a brand name drug and 
a generic drug do the same thing, but there’s 
a huge price differential. And what Mark is 
Saving Is, is that we made, as a result of our 
Government policies the providers to pro- 
vide a shopping list, a comparison for people 
to get on the Internet and find out whether 
they can buy a drug cheaper or not 

Dr. McClellan. That's right. And many 
people are saving 70 or 8O percent or more 
on their drug cost by switching to generics 
You can get this information on the Internet. 
You can also get it by calling 1-SOO-MEDI- 
CARE. And we're doing the same thing with 
the drug benefit. And that’s one reason the 
drug benefit costs now are so much lower 
than people expected, as you mentioned ear- 
lier. 

We're 


trying to make more information 


available on hospital quality, on nursing 


home quality, On many other aspects of 
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health care 


got a public/private health care system, so 


But we can’t do this alone: we've 


we need to work with health professionals 
with consume groups with business pul 
chasers, and with the health plans in this 
useful information out. We 
started to do that through collaborative ef 
forts, like the Hospital Quality Alliance and 
the Ambulatory Care Quality Alliance. These 
are groups that include all of the different 


key stakeholders in our health care system 


country to get 


working together to make useful information 
available on quality ind cost 

but | 
think with the leadership from the President 
and with the full backing of the Federal Gov 


ernment, we can move this effort along much 


Some of that’s happened already 


more quickly and THC h more extensive ly to 
get 


care; to get information out about outcomes 


information out about satisfaction with 


of care and complications and to get infor- 
And, Mr. President 


we're very pleased to be starting right now 


mation out about cost 


anew program that will be piloted in six large 
communities around the country, where all 
the health profes 
sionals, business groups Government Oorganl- 
zations, including Medicare and the Agency 
for Health Care Research and Quality, and 


health plans are 


these different groups 


going to be working to 
gether to make useful information available 
to consumers and health professionals in 
these communities about the quality and 
their health care. And hopefully 
we'll be able to move this project along very 
very quickly 

The President. Good 

Dr. McClellan. We re working. 

The President. Nice going. Yes, | know 
you are. You’re working hard. Mark also has 
been responsive to some of the issues of the 
Medicare rollout. And they ve been moving 
hard and traveling around the State. And 
thanks for responding to what's going to end 


costs of 


up being a really, really important program 
for our seniors V,a revitalized, im- 
portant program for our seniors. It's going 
to make a big difference. Thanks for working 
SO hard. 

Robin Downey. What do you do, Robin? 

Roberta “Robin” Downey. Vm head of 
product development for Aetna. 

The President. Yes. 


let me say 
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Ms. Downey. And | was instrumental in 
HSA Weve been 


doing consumer-directed plans since 2002 


launching ow program 
And so we're the first national pl in to offer 
an HSA in the health plan arena 

The President. Good move 
really selling a lot of them 

Ms. Downey. Yes, we are. The adoption 
is higher in the HSA than it is in the HRA 
now 


| bet vou’re 


It’s increasing, and I'm probably one 
of Aetna’s first members in the HSA 
The President. You and I both 
an HSA 
Ms. Downey. Yes, ves, both in it 
The President. Let 
thing. Aetna, obviously, is a big health insu 


We own 


me ask you some 


ance company. Do you—obviously you've got 
an opinion on transparency otherwise you 


wouldn't be sitting here—but give us from 


your perspective from the insurance com 
pany’s perspective tell us what transparency 
means to you and how best we can work to 


gether to implement the transparency. 


Ms. Downey, vice president and head of 


product devel ypment Aetna, made brief re- 


marks 


The President. Good. And | 
there was resistance at first? 
Ms. Downey. Not resistance; they wanted 


to know 


presume 


why. I think physicians are won 
dering why the consumers need that kind of 
information. So they're getting used to that 
And then they were actually pretty helpful 
when we were talking about how we were 
going to display it. They were saying, make 
it easy for the patients to understand, so 
they're helping us take the medical termi 
nology, put it into layman’s terms. They 
wanted to make sure it wasn’t going to create 
more work for them; were people going to 
And that’s 
what we want to do: we want to put it on 


be calling their offices constantly 


the web site so they don’t have to constantly 
call. So we want to provide easy access 

And so they were also concerned with, if 
you put cost information there, and you don’t 


have quality, then people will price shop on 


cost alone, and they're very afraid of that 
and they should be, because people should 
understand the 

The President. So how 
that? 


do you handle 


Ms. Downey. We're marrying that now 
We're going to expand that pilot. It was so 
successful, we're going to expand it into more 
locations in the fall of 2006, and we're going 
to hy 


quality information so the consumer can go 


marrying that information with the 


what the 
efficiency is, what the clinical quality is. And 
SO they can look at the overall value. We’re 


out and see what the unit cost is, 


pretty pumped about it 
The President. Well, 1 appreciate you 
doing it. It 


leading edge of an interesting innovation and 


must be exciting to be on the 


to a—into health care. It's hard to believe 
that ours is a market society in which people 
are able to shop based upon price and quality 
in almost every aspect of our life, with the 
exception ol health care. And it’s no wonder 
that we’re dealing with what appears to be 
ever-increasing costs. 

it’s really interesting, LASIK 
surgery 18 a got ve example ofa procedure that 
was really 


You know 


was not a part of a third-party 
payel just came to be People could choose 
it if they wanted to choose it, could pay for 
it if they didn’t want to 
themselves if they chose to use it. And more 
started LASIK surgery. 
There was more information about LASIK 
surgery, and the price came down dramati- 


would pay for it 


doctors offering 


cally over time, and the quality was increas- 
ing. And now LASIK surgery is eminently 
affordable for a lot of people because the 
And I think what 


Robin is saying is that theyre trving to intro- 


market actually functioned 


duce those same kind of forces in Cincinnati. 

Thanks for doing what you're doing. I met 
with your old boss today. Maybe he’s watch- 
ing out there. [Laughter] 

Ms. Downey. He talks to me just the way 
you talk to Mark—*“just do it.” [Laughter] 

The President. A little bossy. [Laughter] 

Ms. Downey. But you get stuff done. 

The President. Yes, that’s right. 

Dan Evans is the president and CEO of 
Clarion Health Partners in Indianapolis, In- 
diana. Thanks for coming. You're doing some 
interesting things. He’s a hospital guy. 

Daniel F. Evans, Jr. Vim the CEO of an 
academic medical center, so we have both 
a university and a hospital. We have 4,000 
peer review projects ongoing right now, in- 
cluding— 
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you stay healthy. And by staving healthy, you 


actually save money. There’s a remuneration 
for good choice 

And what Bruce is saving is that it’s he Iped 
his business afford health care. It’s he Iped 


a lot of small businesses. If vou’re a small 
business Owne!l please look into he alth Sav 
ings accounts for the good of your employees 
third of 
those who've pure hased the new health sav 


Many of the 


uninsured in America are young people kind 


Interestingly enough, about a 


ings accounts were uninsured 


of the bulletproof svndrome—vyou re neve 
going to get sick, so therefore, why buy insu 


Nc WV 
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ance there’s an incentive to buy insu 
it means you can save tax-free 
And so Bruce has used them—and he re 
ports that he’s able to better control his costs 
which is really important for the small-busi- 
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large-business sector to say to their employ- 
ees, “Here is something that’s really bene- 
ficial for you and your families because when 
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when it comes to purchasing health savings 
wcounts. And thirdly, and a key component 


health 


that addresses one of the real con 


of making 
works 


! 
cerns in our society, and that is peopl chang 


sure Savings accounts 


ing jobs but fearful of losing health care as 
they do change jobs, is to make sure health 
Savings accounts ar portable in all aspects 
a health care plan that encompasses health 
savings accounts. Today, the rules enable one 
to take with them the cash balances in their 
health savings accounts but not the insurance 
in their health savings accounts. In order to 
make these plans truly portable so as to 
bring peace of mind to people, we ve got to 
make sure that health savings accounts are 
genuinely portable accounts 

I look forward to working with Congress 
to strengthen, not weaken, but strengthen 
these very important products that puts the 
doctor and the patient in the center of the 


health 


care decision Today we've heard 
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is. It was an interesting discussion \ppre 
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ciate vour time. God bless 
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Great Hall at the 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
February 16, 2006 


Thank vou all for com 


II 


President Bush. 
The President and I wi 
We'll be glad to take 
pel side 
Mr. President 


you rr here 


ng make a stat 


ment two questions 


bie nvenidos I'm o] d 
First of all, the President and I are friends 


and we are personal friends, and we're 


friends of freedom as well. Every time I visit 
with President Uribe, I am impressed by his 
strength of character and his belief in the 


Im 


I want to thank vou 


future of his country. Mr. President 
proud that you're here 
for the wide-ranging discussions we hav 
had. 

The President, of course, has got trade on 
his mind. I’ve explaine d to him very carefully 
that we are interested in a trade agreement 
The 


agreement must be good for the people ol 


that we will negotiate in good faith 
Colombia, as well as the people of the United 
States 
gotiators will be fair in our approach 

So, Mr thank 


strength of character, and thank you for vour 


And I assured him that our trade ne 


President you tor your 
friendship. And welcome here to the Oval 


Office. 


this 
as it al 
I want to thank 


Government 


President Uribe. President Bush 
eeting has bec i very constructive 

vs is whenever we meet 
ou: | want to thank the 


+ 
ait 


and 
o thank the Congress and the people 
the United States for their permanent in 
rest in Colombia 

Our people s have a relationship that is his 


ric, and it’s also a re lationship that is close 


We also have a convergence, a convergence 


} } 


that is based on democratic values and the 
belief that democracy needs security in ordet 
to build those values 

We have been negotiating an FTA for the 
\l] ot us have 


good faith 


] 


last 23 months come to this 


negotiation in and I’m sure that 


ve will see a conclusion. This meeting has 


heen good for democracy, and it has been 


rood for the interests of ou people as well 
; for our shared war on terror and our wat 
against the drugs that finance that terron 
Thank vou 
President 
Laughte 
President Uribe. Thank you 
President Bush. Nedra {Nedra Pickler 


Associated Press 


Bush. | understood 


you 


Vice President’s Hunting Accident 
Q. Yes, Mr 
ippropriate that the Vice President didn’t re 


President. do you feel it was 
veal his shooting accident until the next day 
and through a private citizen? And do you 
didn’t talk to you 
about it, personally, until Monday? 
President Bush. | thought the Vice Presi- 
He went 


think it was okay that he 


dent handled the issue just fine 
through—and | thought his explanation ves- 
terday was a powerful explanation This is a 
man who likes the outdoors, and he likes to 


And he 


turned and pulled the trigger and saw his 


hunt heard a bird flush, and he 
friend get wounded. And it was a deeply trau- 
him, and obviously for 


Harry 


matic moment for 
the—it was a 
Whittington. 


And so I thought his explanation yesterday 


tragic moment tor 


was a very strong and powerful explanation, 
and I'm satisfied with the explanation he 
Fave 
Q. But are you satisfied about the timing? 
President Bush. I'm satisfied with the ex- 
planation he gave. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To 
Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 


February 16, 2006 


Le ai Vi Spe ake / 


Katrina was one of the 
Nation's 
Katrina devastated an area roughly the size 
ot Great 


Hurricane worst 


natural disasters in our history 


Britain. This devastation has re 
quired an unprecedented response by Fed 
eral, State, and local governments, as well 
as the private sector So far, the Federal Gov 
ernment has committed more than $87 bil 
lion in spending and $8 billion in tax relief 
for the people of the Gulf Coast and New 


Orleans 


lo provide additional resources to assist 
the 
to consider the enclosed requests totaling 
$19.8 billion 


funding to 


region in its recovery, I ask the Congress 

Phis request includes critical 
replenish the Department of 
Homeland Security's Disaster Relief Fund in 
support of ongoing response ettorts support 
the Small Business Administration’s Disaster 
Loan program; provide funding for the Com 
munity Development Block Grant program 
to support Louisiana’s flood mitigation plans 
achieve my commitment through the ¢ orps 
of Engineers for stronger and better levee 
protection tor New Orleans; and continue re 
building of the region’s Federal infrastruc 
ture 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 
response and recovery efforts continue unin- 
terrupted I designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein aS an emergency 


requirement 


The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 


Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


16 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 
Remarks on the War on Terror anda 
Question-and-Answer Session in 
Tampa, Florida 


Fe bruary 17, 2006 


The President. Thank you all Please he 


Thanks the 
Phanks for the warm weather. | Laughter 
nice to back here I just 
MacDill, where I was talking to General 
Abizaid and General and one of the 
things that’s clear is folks there at MacDill 
really do appreciate the support that the citi- 
zens of the communities of Tampa and St 


welcome 
It’s 


trom 


seated. for warm 


he Cale 


3rown 


Pete and the surrounding area provide them 
So I want to thank vou all very much for 
being—|applaus 

I'd like to share some thoughts with you 
and then answer questions as time allows, if 
you've got any. First, I send Laura’s greet 
) She’s a 

She’s 


obviously got to be a woman of enormous 


ings. She’s doing great, by the way 


fantastic First Lady and applause 
patience. | Laughter 

| appreciate Congressmen Adam Putnam 
Bill Young, Mike and Katherine 
Harris for being here today. Oh, there they 
Air 


Some of them aren't 


Bilirakis 
are, ves. Proud to give them a ride on 
Force One Laughte: 
going back, by the way. |Laughter| Mark 
Kennedy—is Mark here with us, from Min 
nesota? I think he was going to drop by 

he supposedly was going to be here. You 
don’t from Min 
Laugh- 


know him because he’s 
nesota, but I do, and he’s a fine guy 
ter 

I want to thank my buddy Mel Sembler 
Ambassador Semble: who represented our 
country so well, once in Australia under 4] 
and then to Italy under 43—and Betty. | 
want to thank the Chambers of both Tampa 
and St. Pete. I want to thank the mayors from 
Tampa and St. Pete—Mayor lorio and Mayor 
Baker are with us. Thank vou both for com- 
ing. Appreciate you being here. 

I didn’t mean to take you away from your 
work. Any excuse is a good one on Friday 
right? [Laughter] So long as | keep the 
speech short. I want to thank members of 
the statehouse who are here. I want to thank 
you all for letting us use this beautiful facility. 
And thank you for coming. 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

First of all, the economy is in good shape 
it's growing. I guess that’s an easy thing to 
say in the State of Florida, when the unem 
ployment rate is 3.3 percent. Pretty amazing 
isnt it? I'm sure the Governor is going to 
try to take credit for it, you know. | Laughter 
I’m not going to because the role of Govern 
ment is to create an environment where the 
entrepreneurs Can flourish and small busi 
nesses Can Grow 

And the fundamental question facing this 
country of ours is how do we kee Pp ourselve S 
world? It’s 
really an interesting question. You know, in 


to be the economic leader of the 
spite of the good economic numbers—4.7 
percent unemployment around the country 
our economy growing at over 3 percent, in 
the face of hurricanes as well as high gas 
prices homeownership is an alltime high 
small businesses are growing. In spite of all 
that 


People are worried. Thev re worried becaus« 


there’s a certain sense of uncertainty 


they're changing jobs a lot. They're worried 
India 
China. There’s a certain sense of uncertainty 


- 
because of rom 


competition and 


And so we have a choice to make about 
at in the face of 
lead? And I will be 


working with the Congress, Members from 


our economy: Do we retré 


uncertainty, or do we 


both politic il parties, to be the leader of the 
world. And here’s some ideas. One keep 
taxes low. We can’t be the economic leader 
of the 
so we're going to ke¢ p them low 

And you'll hear a debate in Washington 
DC, that says, “Well, we've got to run up 


your taxes to balance the budget. 


world if we and 


run up your taxes 


That's not 
the way it works in Washington. They will 
run up your taxes and they'll figure out new 
ways to spend money. The best way to bal 
ance the budget is to keep the taxes low and 
be wise about how we spend your money 
That’s how we're going to balance the budg 
et 

In order for us to be competitive and lead 
in the world, we’ve got to get off of Middle 
I know 


a Texan sav, “We're addicted to oil 


Eastern oil it shocks some of vou 
to hear 
And we are, and it’s a problem It's a prob 


lem. It’s a national security problem, and it’s 


an economic security problem to be reliant 


upon oil from parts ol the world that may 
be unstable or parts of the world that simply 
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like us 


with that is to continu 


don't And so the best way to deal 
to foster new tech- 
nologies because of research and develop- 
ment that will enable us to use different fuels 
in our Cars for example 

There’s Kennedy right there. Good to see 
you, Kennedy. The reason I thought of him 
is because he’s from a part of the world that’s 
grOoWINE a lot of crops that can be converted 
We're close. We're close to tech- 
nological breakthroughs that will enable us 


into energy 


to convert wood chips and saw grass. We al 
ready convert sugar, corn, and soy into fuel. 
And think that. If this technology 
comes true, which we believe it will, then 


going to say 


about 


pretty soon a President is 
We're growing a lot of crops, and we're less 
dependent on Middle Eastern oil.” There are 
1.5 million cars today that are flex-fuel cars 
that can either run on gasoline or ethanol. 
In other 


words, the technology is available 


inside the automobile. And it’s coming. 
And we're break- 
Next week 


I'm going to travel around the country going 


making some great 


throughs on battery technology 


to some of the most innovative places around 
that are 


nologic s to enable us to 


our country providing new tech 
become less depend- 
ent on oil, which will keep us a leader in 
the world. 

Another thing we need to do is to make 
sure that our health care system is modern 
to talk real quic k about Medicare 
First of all 


seniors in this State that rely upon Medicare. 


I want 
here I'm aware there’s a lot of 
The Federal Government made a commit- 
ment to the seniors around the United States, 
starting with Lyndon Baines Johnson, that we 
would provide good health care to the sen- 
And when I got to Washington, I found 
that we were not providing modern medi- 


ors 


cine. | mean, we would provide the money 
for ulcer surgery in old Medicare, but not 
the prescription drugs nece ssary to prevent 
the ulcer from happe ning in the first place. 
And that didn’t seem to make sense to me. 
It’s an old, centralized system that was not 
modern and was not fulfilling the promise 
we made 

And so I worked with Congress Repub- 
licans and Democrats—to get a new bill out 
of Congress that said, “We're going to pro- 
vide a prescription drug benefit, and as we 
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finding them where they hide, and they know 
we're on their trail . 
Secondly 
These peopl 
It’s 
totally different from what we’re 


we got to deny them safe haven 
sale 
It’s 


used to be 


can t operate without 


haven an interesting war were In 


cause were not tacing nation-states: we re 


dealing with an enemy that is international 
in nature, that hides in states 


When the like 


If you harbor a terrorist, you're equally as 


President says something 


words mean 
And | said 

the 
cted 


guilty as the terrorist,” thos 
nothing unless you act upon them 
that to the peopl ol 
Taliban. They didn’t 
And removing th 


aliban 


vont tolerate 


Afghanistan 
] 


and SO We 


listen 
| 


r signal 


IS i clean 


that we safe haven. In other 
terrorist 
And that’s a clear 


United States must continue 


vords, if you harbor the you re just 
as ouilty is thi murderers 
signal that th 
to send in ordet 


We Saw 


ously 


to win the war terrol 
a threat in Saddam Hussein. Obvi 

is one that has caused a lot 
] ] 


wonder about certain aspects 


on 


this issue 
ol peopl to 
caused me to wonder about the « pacity of 
our intelligence services to provide good In 
And that’s why we're 


vorking to retorm the 


telligence constanth 


nite lice nce services 
Sure Ve 


get the 
} 


] 
hought there 


to make 


becaust lt 


best intelligence 
vould he Weapons 


and So did evi rvbody 
pl in the 
United States Congress trom both political 


thought that there 


( 


of mass destruction 
! 


Se in the vorld und so did peo 


parties vould be \ ap 
ons of mass destruction 

The United Nations 
tions Security ¢ 


[ nited 
ouncil thought there 
After ill 


unanimous resolution that said 


Na 


1} 
would 


und the 


he veapons Ot mass ck struction 


the \ passe d l 


Disclose disarm, or face serious con 


sequences In other words, we worked thi 


1 
diplomatic tront 


And | 


Hussein chose 
Wal made the 
The hardest thing for the President of the 
United 
combat. It’s the last option the verv last op 
llth taught 
and Si ptember the Lith taught me that 
And the 


This man was harboring 


Saddam 


Thiet he 


SO vhen 


and believe choice 


tates to do is commit troops into 


tion Except Sept mber the 
ie 
we've got to take threats seriously 
world saw a threat 
terrorists. He was on the state sponsor of ter 


rorists list. I didn’t put him on there: he was 
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put on there by previous Presidents. He was 
firing at our pilots He had invaded countries 
He was a threat. And the world spoke with 

Disclose, disarm, or face 
And when the United 
And 


con 


one voice and said 
serious Consequences 
States says something it must mean it 
we said Disclose, or face serious 
And when he wouldn't. he faced 
Saddam 


the 


sequences 


serious consequences. Removing 


Hussein has made America safer and 


world a better plac e 
And we have a plan to achieve victorv. Vic 


a democracy that can sustain 


tory 1s a State 
itself and defend itself and join America in 
That's the 


of victory. That's the definition of victory 


fighting the war on terror goal 

First part of our strategy is a politic al strat 
egy. I try to tell peopl how I make decisions 
And part of making good decisions is, you've 
got to believe something. You have a belief 


system that, by the way, can’t alter becaus« 
ol politics Oo! polls or tocus groups Oo! what 


And | believe 


rsal. | believe that deep 


somebody wants you to think 
that freedom is unive 
in evervbody’s soul is the desire to be fre 
That’s what I believe 


oO! lib rty 1s 


| don’t believe freedom 
to Methoc 
everybody wants to be 
Muslim, Jew 
there is a deep 


contined here ists 


| belie Ve 


blacl 


from Texas 
brown 
I believe 
desire for people to b 

And if you believe that, then you have faith 
in people demanding freedom, if given a 
And the 
right. Eleven million pe opk went to the polls 
in the 
threats vant to be free: let 
let And so on 


the political front, theyre making progress 


tree white 


Christian, agnostic 


tre an 


chance l) uqis proved that theon 


face of unbelievable terror. terrorist 


and said, “I 


! ] { ‘ 
vot me decide my tuture 


because of the cou 1 of the Iraqis 


And now the tas] vith 


new Parliament 


it hand is to work 
those who won votes in th 
to set up a unity Government; on that is 
can help deal with the grievances of the past 
fabric ol demo 
racy. And that’s what we're doing. I talked 


to the Zal Khalilzad 


terday. He’s spent a lot of time working with 


] ] 
one that unites under the 


Ambassador there ves 

making our position known that we want the 

Government to be a unified government 
Secondly 


build itself after vears of neglect, so that peo 


we're he Iping the country re 


ple can see the benefits of democracy. And 
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we started off initially with, kind of, thes 
grand projects We got the Congress to ap 
propriate money, and we tried to build some 
And the 
enemy kept blowing them up, and so we've 
One of the things that 


you've got to do in a situation like this is con 


great electricity type renovations 
altered our strategy 
stantly adjust. You can’t just get stuck in one 


You've 


and adjust 


got to think 
th 
And 


Tithe h 


kind of response mode 
the 
enemy in order to achieve an objective 
SO 


and watch enemy to 


we're doing that now weve got 
smaller-scale projects that are yielding in 
stant results for the peopl on the ground 


Wait a 


] 
racy deal is a pretty good thing 


so people Say minute—this democ 
you know 
Businesses are flourishing hh li tq Fre 
There 
trving to stop it, of 
lom. I told you 
They 
desires to be 
their 


they want 


dom is coming: freedom is coming 


i determined enemy 
They can’t stand free 
think the ( 


believe 


COUTSE 


the xact opposite ve do 


1 
don't that evervbody 


{ 
iree 


They want evervbody to live unde 


That’s 


| 
our coahntvion, we W 


re sponsible 


te the peopl That S vhat we bye lic ve mn 


Thirdly 
lraqis 


totalitarian thumb vhat 


Not America 


ernments to be 


] 
and unt 


ind respons 
to ichieve our objective 
have to fight the 


ir worth, in term 


Iti ord ! 


, 
thre are gomeg to 


proven the 


terrorists 


ind they re 


eCnenmy Thev vi 


: " 
of de ving the vhen it comes t 


] 


aking the vote proving their 


ck if nd 


You | 


to the 


iWainst the 


“eee | 
I know? Im lis 


} ’ 
esire to themsel CS 


js ] 
Ti too now Throw 
1 


] ] 
he ground. | tall 


The V re 


ti nn | 
ihe ippraisa 
Vl 


on t 


i lot 


] 
opi 
peo} 

} 
ur commanders 


Ones 
) 


tha 


] 


no are Giving in about h 


} 
ell these lraqis are being trained 


An interesting asurement, right off th 


rhe 


! —— 
bat howevel \ is how the Iraqis responded 
i 
] 
attacks 


to these on the police Stations and 


the recruiting stations. You remember, they 


had a series of attacks on the recruiting sta 


tions? Guess what my que stion was to ther 


out there: Are there still peopl lining up to 
jon up? If you're getting blown up standing 
in line, are they still coming? And the answe1 


And we're training them, and 


vas, absolutely 
ommand and 
And this 
We re 
[raqis 
which is a lot 


there’s a command structure ( 
! 
control structure getting in place 
military is getting better and better 


turning over a lot of territory to th 


They now have two divisions 


li 
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ol 


folks, that are capable of taking the fight 
The 


irly on their own training mission is 
working 
we're on the hunt. 


alter Zarqawi. See, he wants us to 


So on the security side 
We re 
leave He believes we ll lose our nerve so he 
can establish a safe haven in Iraq. And we're 
not going to let him do it. And so we've got 
creat special operators and U.S. forces ane 
coalition forces on the hunt. And at the same 
time, we re training the Lraqis 

Phere’s a big debate in Washington about 
vho gets to decide the troop levels. Well 
those troop levels will be decided by this ad 
ministration, and this administration is going 
to listen, not to politicians but to the com 
manders on the ground of what we need on 
the sround in order to win this deal 


After I leave 


vith a family of one of the fallen troops | 


here, ['m going to go visit 


to be 


ve able to look that person in the 
Che ( | believe 
is just and necessary. And I have to look 
hat person in the eve and say that the sac 
e ol loved on 
We vill complet the mission. And that’s 
mv fellow citizens. No 
looks like in Washington, D¢ 


| committed to 


ve, and Say ause 1S just 


will not go in vain 


Vou! 
vant to assure 
vhat it 
tory in ly te SO to 
i hic Ve pt 
1 
And so in the 
| ! 
ncceed In Iraq We I] deny the m sate haven 
VW 1] 


short term, we're going to 
But there has to he 

And that 
long-term strategy is to liberate pe opl and 


FIV the fT 


} 


Stay on the hunt 
i long-term strate tat is well own 
under the 
and that’s ce 


because democracies respond to 


the chance to live creat 


svstem of government eve! 


mocracy 


pe opl 
You know 


er Middle I 


just kind of 


Ol the 


] 
ooked 


foreign policy in the 


oul broad 
i long period of time was 
tolerate the status quo and hope 
t didn’t The 


but beneath the surface was 


best work surtace 


| | 


plac 1G 
, 

brewing resentment ind anger and fertile re 
( ruiting opportuniti s for those who have got 
lark the 


a dark ol future. And so we're 
vorking to he Ip the hh iis develop a democ 


vision 
racy 
Elections are only the beginning of democ 
racy, not the end. Election is the beginning 
Ol a process where government listens to the 
In order to make sure democracy 


pe opk 
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an affiliation with Al 
Al Qaida. He said, “I think 


we can design a program, Mr. President, that 


the country, who had 


Qaida or were 


will enable us to have quick response to be 
able to detect and deter a potential attack 

I said, that’s interesting, General. I said 
that makes a lot of sense to me. I said, you're 
not going to listen inside the country. “No 
this is calls from outside the country in, or 
inside out, to people who we know Or suspect 
are affiliated with Al Qaida.” And I remem 
ber some of those phone calls coming out 
of California prior to the September the 11th 
killers 


if we'd have listened to those on a quick 


attacks by th just thinking maybe 


response basis, you know, it might have 
helpe d prevent the attacks 

My second question was, is it legal? See 
I take that oath of office seriously—lI’ve taken 


it twice as your President—to uphold the 


laws and the Constitution. And so we got law 
vers all over Washington, as I'm sure you can 
I said, is 
it legal? I'm asking this to the Attorney Gen 
eral of the United States, the Legal Counsel 
in the White House: NSA has got lawvers 


| mean 


imagine. |Laughter| 'm not one 


a lot of lawvers looked at this, and 
You bet, Mr. President, it’s legal 
me the legal 


they said 
And they gave 
Youll see this all—this is part of the debate 

Thirdly, | knew I needed to tell Members 
of Congress. See, they like to be a part ol 


ramilications 


th process Theyre a co-equal branch of 
Government, and I recognize that, and | 
honor that. And so we briefed Members of 
the United States Congress on the full pro 
gram so that they would know appropriate 
Members of Congress, leaders Republicans 
and Democrats, leaders of the Intelligence 
Committee whose job it is to provide ove1 
sight on intelligence operations They were 
abreast. Like my old buddy called me, he 
said, “You know something, if you're trving 
to pull one over on them, if you're trving 
to have an illegal program why are you brief 
Ing the Conere ss? | said because I want 
people to know 
Unfortunately, we're having this discus 
sion. It’s too bad, because GuUeSS who listens 
to the discussion: the enemy. If you don’t 
it doesn’t matter then 


does it? I know we’re at war 


think we’re at war 
And the enemy 
is adjusting. But I'm going to tell you some 
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thing. 'm doing the right thing. Washington 
is a town that says, “You didn’t connect the 
dots,” and then when you do connect the 
dots, they say, “You're wrong.” In order to 
protect America if somebody is talking to 
Al Qaida, we want to know who they are and 
why they're talking to them. 

Okay Now, 
what’s on yours? Yes, sir. Go ahead and yell 
it 


That’s what’s on my mind. 


Homeownership 
Q. M: I just wanted to take 


in Opportunity to tell you that I think our 


country is blessed to have 


President 


you as our Presi- 
dent 

The President. Thank you 

Q. That—we are thankful that you 
don’t make vour decisions based on the polls, 


very 


like previous Presidents have 

The President. Well, | appreciate that 

Q. And my comment is, is that I’m a home- 
builder. I'm very happy right now 

The President. You've got to be. [Laugh- 
fel 

Q. But I wanted to just keep you apprised 
the economy is 


+] ; 
that things are good now 


good interest rates are low There are people 


that still can't afford homes in our country 


today. Affordable housing is very important 
We, as homebuilders—I served on the Board 
of Directors of the National 
Homebuilders 

The President. Good 

Q. We'll be up in Washington in about 


a month on 


Association ol 


so to see you guys. But we're 
with the 


Tritic h aS anvone else 1S, and 


concerned environment just as 
but there’s got 
to be a balance to make sure that we can 
ce velop land and provide homes, affordable 
homes. And also Congress is working on 
some things now that has an affect on financ 
ing and interest rates for people buying their 
first homes. And let’s make sure that we have 
affordable homes for people 

My daughter is a school teacher here in 
rampa, and it’s important to people like her, 
people that protect us—the fire department, 


the sheriffs—they need homes. The times 
are good now, and I was a builder when your 
friend Jimmy Carter was President, and in- 
terest rates werent so good back then, and 


those were tough times. And I just want to 
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tell vou that 
with you in this room, and we 

The President. Well, thanks 
about that 
hear, 


I'm blessed to be here today 
all love you. 
Let me talk 
Thank you. You'll be happy to 
don't set Laughter 
And | 
just named a new Chairman of the Fed to 
do that. He’s a good fellow. 


I'd be 


cause when the interest rates go up, it makes 


interest rates. 


That’s set by an independent body 


And so if I were 
you worried about interest rates, be- 
it harder for your school teacher 

Well help to help certain folks 
who qualify with their downpayments. We 
See 
we want this to be an ownership socl- 


there’s 


want people OWTMNE their own home 
that’s 
ety. We want people owning their own busi 
their 
we want people owning their own 


ness; we want people owning own 
home 
health account they can take with them from 
And 


job to job like health savings accounts 
More 
norities own a home than ever before 


homeownership is high right now 
in our 
Nation’s history, which is a fantastic statistic 
But interest rates matter, as does good tax 
policy Mavbe you're hinting at whether o1 
not the 
of a plan 
about the 


part of the income-tax law 


mortgage deduction would be » part 
don't think you have 


mortgage 


to worry 
deduction not being a 
But thank you 
for bringing that up 

Yes Go ahe; 
a mike for you 


sir id and yell it. Let me get 


Florida Coastline/Energy 
Q. Mr. President 


next week to visit the 


you mentioned a trip 
sources of renew: ib le 
additional technology to reduce our depend- 
ence on foreign oil We have a not-so-renew- 
able resource, which is our precious Florida 
— And because of your great brother 

ve do have an unemployment rate of 3.3 per- 
cent. How can you work with us to protect 
our Florida shoreline with re spect to offshore 
drilling? 

The President. Well, a commit- 
ment that nothing is going to happen within 
100 miles of this coastline, 
the commitment 
might be 
saying it after the but it’s a 
commitment that this Government has—at 
least 


made 


and I'm honoring 
don’t care what people 
saying—I guess maybe they quit 
‘04 campaign 


and I'm 
100 miles 


Government has made, 


When we 


my 


going to honor it. Say 
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off the coastline, don’t mean 99 or 89 
ve mean 100. So rest easy 

Now, the thing about—look, we’ve got to 
get off of hydrocarbons. We just do. And I'm 
a believer in nuclear power. I think it’s a 
and I think we II—TI'll figure 
I'll find out how close we when | 
visit with some of these solar technology peo 
ple, but it’s very likely that you'll become a 
little power gener itor in vour own home. 


we 


maybe someday 


out are 


and 
that the excess power that you do not use 
you feed back in the grid Hybrid batteries 

batteries for plug- in hybrid automobiles are 
se ttv close, they tell me 
» firsthand 
cook’s tour. 


And I'm going to 
sometimes te President gets 
te know it—|laughter|—but 
nevertheless, I’m going to see firsthand. 

Now, is that a lot of 
people in urban areas are not going to drive 


what’s interesting is, 


more than 30 miles a day. And so we're de- 
veloping automobile engines that can run on 
electricity for and then if you go 
more, your gasoline kicks in. But it requires 


a battery that has got good storage capacity 


30 miles 


and is easy to recharge. It’s coming. 


And so there’s a lot of technologies that 
are coming on the market, and we're spend- 
ing money. And it’s a good use of taxpayers 
like to 
achieve some big objectives 
to 


around that period . time, 


money, it seems me, in order to 
March the Ist 
and I believe that 
1e United States to en 


emerging 


I'm going India on 
it's good policy for th 


courage these economies to use 
cle an ene rey, nucle: ir power, SO as to he ‘Ip 
kind of, nonrenewables 
And so I'm going to talk to them about devel- 
opment of a civilian nuclear power industry 


They re 


reduce demand for 


; China has got about 34 
plants on the market, which is good. But this 
expansion of nuclear power 


2. 
telling me 


which is in ow 
interests, by the w: iy; its In ow interests be- 
cause of the quality of the air: it’s in our inter- 
ests because it takes—reduces demand. glob- 
al demand 


and that is, 


is going to create another issue 


what are we going to do with 


the spent fuel? This country doesn’t reproc- 


ess spent fuel; we should. Reprocessing spent 


fuel means that we're able to continue to 
the material that went through 
the burn the first time in a plant and reduce 
the amount that we 
store. 


reuse base 


have to then eventually 


And we chose not to do that in the 
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late “70s because of proliferation concerns 
I'm convinced we can work internationally 


to address those issues. 


And so I'm just sharing with you—we got 


a full strategy to help us make us less ce pe nd- 


ent on energy on foreign sources ol energy 


Yes, sir. 


Transportation 


Q. Commissioner Reynolds from Winter 
Garden in the central part of the State 

The President. Oh, yes, | know where vou 
are 

Q. Pressed into service by your brother 
Honorable Jeb Bush 

The President. \s that good or bad? I 
it’s bad, take it up with him. | Laughter 

Q. | thought about calling him and asking 
him if he'd like to have the job back 

The President. That's right. | Laughter 

Q. The concerns from the central part ol 
the State is, we've got a really unprecedented 
growth rate there in the middle part The 
challenge is for mass transportation to free 
us from the oil that you talk about. Unfortu 
nately, the proportionate share of funding 
that we're able to secure seems to be tied 
into porkbarrel like light rail which—Con 
gressman Mica needs to buy into the fact that 
it’s not realistic. So how do we get free trom 
that so we can get direct funding for mass 
transit?’ 

The President. Yes. That will be som 
thing that vou'll be able to effect 5 vears from 
now, because I signed the highway bill and 
it’s done. And nobody wants to deal with it 
again until it expires, to be frank with vou 
But I understand—but what he’s saying is 
how come you just don't let Floridians decide 
how to spend the money that’s supposed to 
go back to them? Why do you earmark parts 
And 


I do think Congress needs to work on ear- 


of the bill? That’s what you're saying 


mark reform. I'm just not one of these guys 

if there’s no hope I got to let you know 
Laughte: 
They're not going to revisit the highway bill. 


brother. There ain't no hope. 


They're just not going to revisit the highway 
bill until the highway bill expires. And then 
perhaps you can get the kind of—they can 
get the kind of reforms. As you know, I ain't 
going to be around. | Laughter| 
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Yes, sir. I've heard from Jeb on this issue, 
by the way 


Alternative Sources of Energy 

Q. Mr. 
Tampa. 

The President. Thank you 

Q. And my question is, you've talked a lot 
about our addiction to oil todav. You've also 
talked about alternative fuel 
sources, in particular for household vehicles 
as a potential mitigant to that dilemma. But 
we have a very 


President welcome back to 


advanced 


industrialized econ- 
that has 
depended on oil, frankly, for generations to 


robust 
omy—air, rail, shipping, trucking 
be successful and vibrant. So my question 
is, how do we maintain the most advanced, 
industrialized economy on Earth and actually 
reduce our dependency on oil going forward? 

The President. Well, 1 believe—first of 
all, natural gas has driven a lot of our indus- 
trialized growth, as you know. And we are 
ve need to have—import liquified natural 
gas if we're going to be modern and stay com- 
petitive 

Listen, we're going to ne¢ d oil. The ques- 
tion is, are we able to reduce dependency 
from certain parts of the world. And I think 
that by relieving pressure on how we drive 
our cars, we'll, in fact help segments of our 
economy that are going to take a while to 
diversify away from hydrocarbons, I guess is 
the best kind of macro look. 

Things don’t happen instantly; I under- 
stand that 
practical ways that we 
pe ndency, and it seems like to me, the most 


But nevertheless, there are some 
can reduce our de- 
practical way is to change automobiles 
change how we drive. In the short term, eth- 
anol and hybrid batteries makes the most 
sense to me. It’s the most practical way and 
most economic way to begin the reduction 
of dependency. . 

I told 


there’s four-and-a-half [million] ° flex- 


Now, listen, we've got a large fleet 
you 
fuel cars. That’s good, except there’s about 
And it takes a while for 
fleets to renew. And so things don’t happen 


200 million cars. 


instantly, but they will happen quicker as we 
continue to press for innovation and tech- 
nology 


White House correction 
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Ultimately believe that we’re 
}  ' ] . . » ‘ 
be using hydrogen to power our aut 


But that’s 


Tome to 
1 
ymobiles 


15 years down the—tor the tech 


nology ce be ap] plic ib le is 15 vears down the 


! . . 
road. And I guess what I’m not only I guess 


lam, what I'm telling you is that we 


roughs pretty darn 


} t 


ethanol 


iological breakth Quick 


when it comes fo and hybrid Dat- 
’ , 
which 18 a 


And 


about ethanol is tl 


' 
teres positive development fol 
I 


: . : 
the peopk its an hing 
: | 
iat the | 


whe Ih 


interesting tl 


arniers to entry are 


pretty low manutac 


it comes to 


turing—if the technology says that we can 


1 


vields the capacity to convert switch grasses 


and refuses to ethanol, once that techno 


] 1 ] ] ] 
logical breakthrough comes, the barriers to 


entry are pretty low when it comes to build 
ing the manufacturing capacity that converts 
raw material to ethanol. Much different from 
a big cracker refinery. And so that’s positive 


So we've got the car technology 


hopefully 
have the breakthrough technology on fuel 
and then the infrastructure will follow 
And so what I’m saying is, this is the most 
pri actical way 


oil. And the 


tion. But things are happening by the way 


become le SS dependent on 
economy will continue to func 
diesel. I don’t know visiting vour area 
if any of you know something about trucking 
you know that diesel, clean diesel engines are 


We did a deal 
to work with diesel engine 


coming in my administration 
manufacturers to 
come up with avery low emission engine that 
IS nOW being applied inh trucks and its going 
to make a difference 


We 
Thanks for the question Yes. sir 


on Caterpillar trac 


tors re getting there; we're getting there 


Spread of Democracy/America ’s 
Influence Abroad 


Q. it seems to me 


in this country 


that we are 
I've had the opportunity to 


facing 


interface with people of Muslim countries 


and the war is bad enough, and | applaud 


what you're doing because freedom is impor- 
tant, | is if the youth 
in these being taught that you 
and I and us Americans are, in fact, the devil 
incarnate or Satan, himself—I] 
question is, what can we do about that, to 
win over the people, the children, the youth, 
so that the next generation will not be facing 


but what concerns me 


nations are 


guess my 
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this same dilemma? I think this is an incred 
ible prob le m 
The President. | that 


to support and work with moderate 


appreciate First, is 
govern- 


largest Mus 


WOTKING 


, é 
ments, and there are a lot. The 


lim nation is Indonesia. And we're 
closely with the President there to he Ip pro- 

a better understanding of different rel 
[ will President Musharraf 
| 


who I like fellow 


mote 


seeing 


GIONS 


and 


that moderation is 


' ) 
nes a good who un- 


derstands an important 
part ota hopeful future. And so support Gov- 
ernments that practice moderatior 
Secondly 


is needed. In my 


tance when assist 
State of the 


ject isolationism 


SSIS 


provide 
I 
ance mot 


| said we ve got to re Isola 


1 
for a nation to with 


tionism is the tendency 
draw and not feel an obligation to be involved 
in the world. And we 
selves if we're isolationist 


But | and part of my phi 
losophy in the decisionmaking is, to whom 


cannot defend our 
I just made the 
Cas also believe 
much has been given, much is required. And 
therefore. when we se¢ 
like Pakistan or because 

nited States of 
in 


And ji t helps It he Iped a lot in Pakistan 


for example, to see those choppers flying re 


suffering in place S 
of the 


America is leading the way 


tsunami, the 


lief supplies up for poor folks who had 
been—whose lives had been just devast ated 
but 


talking 


I can’t remember the exact a a 
President Musharraf told me; we're 
hundreds of thousands of people either dead 
injured, or displaced. And there 

nited States of America military 
supplies. I believe, John Abizaid 
Abizaid told me today that we 
our MASH unit to the I 


to help sO they could continue to provide aid 


was the 
flying in 
General 
turned ove 
akistani Government 


and comfort 
And so there are practical ways. One is 
to support moderation, and two, he ‘Ip where 
help is needed. Our HIV/AIDS initiative, by 
the w: Ay It is 
tell you how proud l am of the 


I can’t 
American 
people for supporting this. It is necessary for 
the United States of taking 
the lead on this issue to save lives. If we 


is a fantastic initiative. 


America to be 
Say 
human dignity matters and every life is pre- 
cious, if that’s part of a credo as a country 
which it is—that’s what we say. We say, “Peo- 


ple matter; every human life is precious.’ 
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Ot just nere 


ut on the continent of Africa or 
countries And there s | 
fuslims it Atri vho ve 


: ‘ 
npassion ot the Unit 


Ame rica 
HI\ 


Ss a pandemic taking place. And 


battle 
S. There 


ought to be proud of this country, like 


" F 


4 - Helis y + i y 
hat re ng that void of Compas 


ve 


} ] 17 
nand need and hope 


> 1 . 
tight here Yes. You 


| 
>». i 


alt 
Helping America’s Youth Initiative 


Q. | know that you and First Lady 


} | 1 
ave talked much about our hurting genera 


Bush 

| 

tion of teens and our unproduc tive teens In 

our communities 

little bit about the 

the work that you’re doing in initiatives 
The President. Thanks 


Q. that will he Ip that 


The President. | appreciate that 


Just wanted you to talk a 


efforts being made with 


First 
there’s positive news. Teen pregnancies are 
down; teen drug use is down. And that $ posi 


tive. That’s good—because of people at the 


} 1 
grassroots level 


people it the 
I think one of the 


tiatives of this administration is to 


grassroots 
level most important ini 
is the 
Faith-Based and Community _ Initiative 
which recognizes what de 
in the 1830s 


Ove! here 


rocqueville Saw 

He's a Frenc h Guy who Callit 
laughte) in case you don’t r 
member. And he recognized that the great 
strength of America was the capacity for indi 
vidualists—or the willingness of individualists 
to work together in what he called voluntary 
associations to make the community in which 
they live a better place And he saw that in 
the 1830s 

It’s a—what he saw is still the strength of 
our country, if you really think about it. You 
know, Government can hand out money, but 
Government cannot puta hope In a person s 
heart. A lot of people miss one of the basics 
ingredients of life, and that is love. And love 


happens when somebody puts an arm around 


a person and says, “What can I do to help 


you, brother or sister?” 

And so part of our initiative in dealing with 
loneliness, discouragement, lack of self-es- 
teem, is to faith-based 


which all exist because they hear a 


encourage pro- 


grams 


2006 Fel 


call to love a neighbor, by the 


] . } ] ° 
to have access to Federal money, in 
words, level the playing field for grant 


so that these which have 


programs 


set up to love somebody and provide 


7ot equal 


aCCess to Federal 
really important initiative 


“| monies, ol 
YY niec iY) | 
S TOTLE alned 


at the 
] 


nity groups dealing with drug use. But | 


course 
xy oe 
ditierent com- 


1k the most important initiative ol all is 


empower groups that really do provide 


ventoring and care and decency on an indi 
1 - | } 1 

lual basis for somebody who needs it. And 

s happening. It’s happening in America 

\ 


Culture of Life 


Q. Mr President, it’s an honor to be here 
vith you today, and | 
for the time that you take to share with us. 
I'm a 40-vear-old father of a 3-vear-old 

The President. There you go 

Q. And I’m also an adopted child. And it 
seems that 


thank you so much 


anymore, through the results of 


that maybe the 
unsatest place for a child in this country is 


in his or her mother’s womb. And my ques- 


legislation from the bench 


tion for you is—and I commend you for your 
Supreme Court pic ks. I thank you for your 
bold stance in who vou picked. My question 
this is the future of Amer- 


ica. And my question is where do vou believe 


is, with mv son 


we're headed? Long after your term of serv- 
ing us has ended and long after we've had 
other Presidents serve this country, where do 
vou think we’re headed in the areas of abor- 
tion, in the areas of traditional marriage, in 
the areas of faith and the foundations that 
this country was founded upon that are so 
under attack anvmore? Where do you believe 
we're going? 

The President. I'm an optimist. I believe 
we re headed toward a period of personal re- 
sponsibility, where people understand that 
they re responsible for the decisions they 
make in life 

[ just gave you some statistics. Abortions 
are down in America as well, by the way. 
People are—one of my jobs is to promote 
a culture of life. And I just told you every 
life is precious, and | meant it, whether it 
be here at home or on the continent of Africa 
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where somebody's suffering from HIV 
AIDS. And so I'm an optimist. I think people 
ire beginning to understand that there is vir- 
tue being personally responsible for the 
decisions you make in life. 

And that 
and it takes a while 
All of 
certain age around here 
like 16, 47,48, we've seen a culture 
change in lifetime, if think 
culture changed, and it can 
And I think these statistics that 
show that some problems that seemed incur 


there’s a—and cultures change 
for cultures to chi inge. 
I'm not going to peg anybody a 
but those of us born 
around 

our 
The 


again. 


you really 
about it. 


change 


able at one point in our history indicate that 
there is a cultural shift lot of it has to 
do with people being responsible Some ol 
it has to do with there’s a religious awakening 
in the 
Jewish religion 


around many communities country 
not just Christian religion, 
Muslim religion. People are becoming reli 
gious in America. And that, in itself, helps 
people realize that you’ve got to be conscious 
of the ; 
the needs of others 

And 
the ; 
teaching at home is TV and some of the mov- 
1eS 


decisions you make and mindful of 


but we One of 


undermines good 


still got challenges 
things that obviously 


3ut | remind people, they put off” and 


“on” knobs on TVs for a reason. You don't 


have to go to a movie if you don’t want to 
See 
responsibility at home and still live in the free 


society where people are allowed to express 


go to a movie I think you can promote 


themselves. And my advice to parents is pay 
attention to the Internet. Part of the prob lem 

e have in our society is people aren't paying 
attention kids’ habits 
got your child on the 


And when 
Internet, make 
you know what that child is looking at, 
because that’s your re sponsibility. It’s not the 
Government's responsibility to take care of 
your child; it $ your re sponsibility to take care 
of your child. 


to their 
you ve 
sure 


President’s Personal Values 

Q. Thank you for being our President. We 
are all way better off and very safe 

The President. Thanks. It’s 
honor, by the way. 

Q. Thank you. 

The President. |'m glad | did it. 


my high 
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Q. We appreciate it earliet 
you shared with us some intimacy «ie how 
; and I felt that was heart- 
felt. How do you kee p it together? What do 


you really think about when the biggest story 


How do you 


you make decisions 


this week was Dick Cheney's hunting trip 


and not Al Gore blasting our troops and 
being treasonous in his regard to this wan 


Middle 


on terror in the East? How do you 
keep it together? 

The President. Well, | appreciate that 
That's a loaded question. [Laughter| 1 keep 
it in perspective a lot of noise in 
Washington. There’s a lot of flattery; 
a lot of criticism; there’s just a lot of noise 
And I keep it in—I try to keep my life i 
perspective. | try to—I don’t try to; | ‘do kee p 
my life in perspective. And I am focused on 
ue 
every day I think 
about how to protect America. Eve ry day in 


There S 


there’s 


achieving certain objectives. Every day 
said this, and I mean this 


the morning, first thing in the morning, I get 
briefed by our intelligence officers about po- 
tential threats. 
the 
its 


Every morning I'm aware of 
world around us. And told you that 
9/11 changed my thinking. My focus is 
there 

You know, I care deeply about troubled 
youth. I’m worried about Katrina victims. I’m 
worried about people that got moved out of 
their home, and they ended up somewhere 
else. I said 
homeowne rship is valuable. We talked about 


home -OWwne rship he 2 t= 


Put yourself in their perspective. 


how important it is 

and somebody wakes up the next morning 
and their home And not only that 
some whe ‘re 


is gone. 


they ended up out else. you 


know. The good news is those people found 
which i about our 


kind of 


love is a wonderful thing 


country. And I think about those 
things. 

So to answer your question 
ciate that—first, 


into your trap because 


and | appre- 
I’m wise enough not to fall 
(laughter|\—there 
are some keen reporters paying attention to 
every word I’m saying. {[Laughter| But I real- 
ly don’t let that bother me. I’ve got my per- 
spective, and I’ve got my priorities. My faith 
is a priority. My family is a priority. Look, 
we got to deal with issues, of course, when 
they come up. That's part of—it’s part of 
Washington. It’s part of being the President. 
and they go. And 


There’s—issues come. 
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they—but I hope that when it’s all said and 


thinker 


and that I’m able to stay focused on a strategy 


done people see me as a strategic 


that will leave behind peace and hope 


peace around the world and hope not only 
around the world but equally importantly, 
here at home, 
the greatness of America. It’s a—we’re a fan- 
tastic country. 

Think a country 


put America in perspective 


about when vou really 
» ours 1s a country 
somebody Cah Come 


where with nothing ex- 


cept drive and desire, and end up being able 
a family and realize 
And the thing 


America is it doesn’t matter who you are 


to raise dreams. It is a 


fantastic land. great about 
you 


know and the desire and 


if you got the drive 
the willingness, you can make it in this coun 
try. And it’s a powerful its a 
that’s 
that’s the way we 
way. And so— 
there, but anyway 


Yes 


powerful 

And 
need to keep it, by the 
I got 


powerful statement to make. 


I don’t even know how 
Laughter 
maam 


Immigration/Social Security Reform 


Q. In light of national security, some of 


us baby boomers are going to retire in the 


next 3 to 5 years. 

The President. There you go. I know how 
thinking, baby. [Laughter] !m right 
[Laughter] 

Q. And the number of people replacing 


you re 
there with vou. 


us is only at about 63 percent. So what are 
we going to do with immigration to make 
sure we have enough people to fill those posi- 
tions? 

The President. Yes, it’s interesting: | 
thought you were going a different direction. 
Laughter} 


tions 


I'm going to answer two ques- 


thought you were taking me down 
that Social Security route 


interesting 


because it’s a really 
that’s a really interesting way to 
immigration debate 
haven't heard it put that way 
Let me answer immigration first and then 
talk about the unfunded liabilities inherent 
in Medicare and Social Security 
ol baby boomers like me ; 


frame the Really is, | 


as a result 
and you retiring 
with not enough people to pay it, to pay the 
bill 

First, immigration. There are a lot of peo- 


ple working here in America doing jobs 


Feb 


sO people have this sense of 


17 
Americans will not do. And that is a fact. And 
deal with the way 
the way it is, not the way we hope 
and therefore, how to deal with 
that issue, what do you do? You got people 
working he re, 


it's a—as I told you, we 
the world 


that it is, 


doing jobs Americans won't 
do 

My attitude is, 
it 1s 


it for what 

“You can do this on a tem- 
porary basis.” if there’s a willing em- 
ployer and a willing worker on a job an Amer- 
ican won't do, then it’s okay to fill that job, 
so long as you're not here permanently, so 
And so I be- 
lieve there ought to be a te mporary- -worker 
We've tried this in 
fore—pretty successful 


you recognize 
. b 

and you Say 
You say, 


long as this is not [applause |. 


program America be- 
least in my own 
home State of Texas. You got people—old 
Red Putnam over there, he’s got people 

probably have been bringing people in to 
pick oranges for I don’t know. Agri- 
culture relies upon a lot of people willing to 
do the work that others won't do. And 

seems like to me that there ought to be a 
legal way to make this happen without cre- 


awhile, 


ating a sense of amnesty or permanency. 
1 have 
Now, 


borders and our coastlines, 


» a deal with immigra- 
we've 


And so, one, 
tion rationally. got an obligation 
to entorce our 
and we're spe nding a lot of mone \ to do so. 
The Texas border is long, and it’s hard to 


enforce. I mean, it’s a lot of miles, a lot of 


empty country. And so we re using new tech- 


infrared, mounds, 
some fencing in cities, to try to make it hard- 
er for people to cross. But the truth of the 
matter is, a lot of our Border Patrol agents 
are chasing people who are coming here to 
And it seems like that if 
we could have a rational system that would 


nologies, drones, some 


work, see to me 
enable people to do this on a temporary 
basis, it would take the pressures off the bor- 
ders. People would be able to come in here 
in a rational, legal way. 

Now, u, I'm not for amnesty. 
You got about § million-plus people here ille- 
gally. My worry is if the 
citizens, then another 8 million comes. 


as I told you, 


all of a sudden legal 
And 

don't think that makes any sense. So in 
terms of immigration, I'm for border en- 
and strong border enforcement, 
with a rational guest-worker program that’s 


forcement, 


temporary in nature, where it’s understood 
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that vou’re working here for a period of time 
then you re going back on home 

Now 
happened as a result of the current program 
When illegal 


there’s a—you know people coming here to 


I want to talk to you about what’s 


you make something and 
work; people figure out ways around it. ’'m 
not old enough to remember the old whisky 
days of Prohibition, but | remember reading 
about it—people still made whisky becaus 
people wanted to drink it 

And so guess what's happening today? 
We've got people getting stuffed in the back 
of 18-wheelers, driving across hot desert to 
find jobs that most often or not Americans 
won't do. There’s a whole smuggling industry 
as a result of making temporary work—not 
making it legal. A whole smuggling indus 
called ts 


inv wav vou look at it 


try—coyotes they're and inhu 
mane. It just is 

You know, family values don’t stop at the 
Rio Grande River. If you’ve got starving chil 
dren and there’s a job over here in America 
Mexico 


that an American won't do, you'll come and 


that pays you more than it does in 


do that job and get that money back to your 
family. 
Secondly 


policy work is you've got to enforce the law 


one way to make immigration 


And so you've got to go to employers. I'm 
not going to come to your home building 
site—but anyway. |Laughter| You come to 
enforce the law, right? And so you're a home 
builder out here in the Tampa area; a bunch 
of people show up roofers show up, and Say 


‘We re 


You're not in the business of telling me 


you know legal; here’s my card. 
whether or not that’s a forged document or 
You don’t know. It looks real. And that’s 


all you're expected—but I'm telling you 


not 


they're forging these documents. There’s a 


whole underground industry. They're smug- 
gling people, and they're forging documents. 
it makes 
And so I think 


temporary worker 


And our borders are being over 
it much harder to enforce 
by having a rational plan 
no amnesty—will expose these people run- 
ners and drug—document forgers for what 
they are. So that’s my answer on immigration. 

Now, Social Security and Medicare. 
They're giving me the hook, by the way; I've 
got another speech here in Florida. ‘Laura 
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‘Whatever you do, don’t be too windy 
Laughter| 1 didn’t listen to her. 


said 


You bring up a huge problem, and that 
is, she identified something younger workers 
better be asking politicians to do something 
about, and that is just to put it blunt, Social 
Security is going broke. And the reason why 
is a baby boom generation, like some of us 
And there’s a lot 


of us, and we’ve been promised greater bene 


here, are fixing to retire 


fits than the previous generation, and there 
are fewer people paying in the system. And 
it’s difficult 

Audience member. | Inaudibl 

The 


longer, ves, thank you 


President. and we're living 
Laughter| Yes, cam 
eras and everything, theyre—leave your 


name with them. |Laught r| She’s right, and 
we're living longer. I wish I'd have thought 
of that. [Laughter 

We've got to do something about it, and 
I tried last year The job of the President 
is not to pass problems on but to confront 
them. That's my job. That’s what you expect 
people to do. And I'm going to continue try- 


Well, we 
a problem ” Well, one thing people now have 


ing. And so they said don’t have 
recognized is we got a problem. I succeeded. 
Not only did I succeed, others succeeded too, 
in reminding 
up 


we've got the issue, talking it 


People are now beginning to realize what 


you realize and I realize, that we're going 


to fine—it’s just the people paying in the pay- 
roll taxes. Can you imagine looking at young 
sters in the eye, and say, “Pay in the payroll 
taxes,” and you know the system is going 
broke? That’s not a good deal. And so in the 
State of the Union “Look, I tried it 


I'm going to try it again,” is basically what 


I said 


I said. This time I believe that we need to 
have a table with Republican and Democrats 
sitting around it, and sit down and get some 
thing done. This isn’t going to pass unless 
it’s people from both parties can come up 
with something to do. There’s just too much 
opposition one way or the other, unless 
there’s a bipartisan solution. I believe the 
American people are pretty sick and tired of 
needless partisanship in Washington, DC, 
and I know they expect us to get some stuff 
done. 
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And so I just want to assure you, I'm going 
to keep try ing and keep trying and keep try 
ing because it’s the right thing to do. It’s the 
right thing to uphold the honor of our offices 
by confronting these problems now, and not 
saying, “It’s okay for another President,” o1 
“It's okay for another Congress,” and just 
keep shuffling it down the path. Now is the 
time to get it done, because the longer you 
wait, the worse the pre Iblem gets. Every vear 
that goes by, the problem gets worse tor a 
next generation of Americans 

Okay, I’ve got the hook. Listen, let me con 
clude—yes, ma’am. Anybody who makes that 


kind of noise 


Uganda/Sudan 


Q. | did not do that. 

The President. Okay, good. | Laughter 

Q. It’s a small part of the world, but it’s 
very important to me—I'm concerned about 
the children in northern Uganda who are the 
victims of the rebel Joseph Kony. And I'm 
wondering if you can bring any pressure to 
bear on President Museveni to stop that 20 
vear war and free those children from the 
bondage that they're under. 

The President. Really interesting ques- 
She's 


Uganda. There’s a group called the Lord’s 


tion talking about the northern 
Group that has been terrorizing both north 
ern Uganda and southern Sudan. I talked to 


Mrs 


Garang was the head of the Sudanese in the 


Garang, John Garang’s widow. John 
southern part of the country that, by the way 
became adopted by a church in Midland 
Texas my old hometown, interestingly 
enough. And early in my administration, | 
got Jack Danforth, a former United States 
Senator, to go and negotiate an agreement 
Sudan 


And John Garang was a partner in 
| 


between northern and southern 


Sudan 


peace. | nfortunately, he died in a helicopter 


: I think. And the 
reason I bring this up is that there’s no doubt 


I 
it would be easier to deal with the Lord’s 


accident about a year ago 


Group if we were able to achieve peace he 
tween north and south Sudan. They take ad 
vantage of instability 

I have talked to this 
Mrs 
there are peacekeepers in the region, by the 
way, U.N. peacekeepers on the north-south 


I’ve talked about this 


issue with Garang, as well as—now 


Fe b 


17 


accord. | hope they re effective at helping 
the people of southern Sudan. I have talked 
to Museveni, President Museveni, about the 
issue as well, and I’ve been with him, I think, 
two or three times. I know on two occasions 
talked about this—and will continue 


to talk to him about it. I'm very aware of 


ve ve 


the issue. 

My hope is that by having a southern Suda- 
nese having the peace agreement nego- 
tiated between north and south so the south- 
ern Sudanese can begin to get their lives back 
in order, get the oil money moving that’s 
guaranteed to them, will help provide help 
drive them out of any safe haven in the south, 
vhich will make it easier for all of us to deal. 
It's kind of a roundabout answer, but I’m 
ware of the problem first of all 
ondly, I'm surprised that anybody in this au- 
dience would bring it up and I thank you 
for that. 

We also have got a major issue in Darfur, 
Sudan 


And sec- 


[ presume if you're worried about 
northern Uganda, you’re also worried about 
vestern Sudan, as am I. The strategy there 
was to encourage African Union troops to try 
to bring some sense of security to these poor 
herded out of their vil- 
lages and just terribly mistreated. We need 


people that are bein 


ao 
-~ 


more troops The effort was noble, but it 


didn’t achieve the objective 

And so I'm in the process how of working 
with a variety of folks to encourage there to 
be more troops probably under the United 
Nations. I talked to Kofi Annan about this 
very subject this week. But it’s going to re- 
| think a NATO stewardship, plan- 
ning, facilitating, organizing probably double 


quire a 


the number of peaceke epers that are there 
now, in order to start bringing some sense 
of security. There has to be a consequence 
for people abusing their fellow citizens. 

At the same time part of the issue in the 
Dartur region is that the rebel groups are 
ot united in their objectives. And so politi- 
cally or diplomatically we have to work to 
make sure there’s one voice from which to 


speak so that we can then create kind of 
the same agreement between Government in 
Darfur that was created between north and 
south. A lot of talk, but we've got a strategy, 
and it’s of concern, to the point where our 


country was the first country to call what was 
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taking place a genocide, which matters- 
words matter 

And so, thank you for bringing up that part 
of the world. That’s very interesting that you 
would have that on your mind. You're a de- 
cent soul, a decent soul. 

All right, I've got to go. Thanks for your 
time. God bless. Appreciate it 


Note: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. at the 
Port of Tampa. In his remarks, he referred to Gen 
John P. Abizaid, USA, combatant commander 
U.S. Central Command; Gen. Bryan D. Brown 
USA, commander U.S Spec ial Operations Com 
mand; Ambassador to Italy Melvin Sembler and 
his wife Betty; Mayor Pam lorio of Tampa, FL 
Mayor Rick Baker of St. Petersburg, FL; Gov. Jeb 
Bush of Florida; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of 
the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida 
Mavor Robert Martinez of 
Tampa, FI Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Khalilzad; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi; President Susilo Bambarg Yudhoyano 
of Indonesia; President Pervez Musharraf of Paki 
stan; President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Ugan 
da; and Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations 


associate; former 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 


: : 
not included elsewhere in this issuc 


February 11 


In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing 


February 13 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing followed by a National Secu 
rity Council meeting Later, he participated 
in a signing ceremony for the 2006 Economic 
Report of the President and a photo oppor 
tunity with members of the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney 


17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 


In the evening, at a private residence, the 
President made remarks at a National Re- 
publican Senatorial Committee reception. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert Irwin Cusick, Jr., to be Di- 
rector of the Office of Government Ethics 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James Lambright to be President 
of the Export-Import Bank of the U.S. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jon T. Rymer to be Inspector Gen- 
eral of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor- 
poration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dennis R. Spurgeon to be an As- 
sistant Secretary of Energy (Nuclear En- 
ergy 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Committee on the National 
Medal of Science: Oliver K. Baker: Sally K. 
Mason: Robert Y. Moore: Harvey S 


Rosen. 


and 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Samuel K. Lessey, Jr., John Stringer 
Rainey, and William H. Strong as members 


of the Board of Visitors of the U.S. Military 
Academy. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Council on Service and 
Civic Participation: Raymond G. Chambers: 
Darrell Green; Michelle Nunn; Sara Evans 
Schelske: and Mark G. Yudof. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to attend the closing 
ceremonies of the 2006 Olympic Games in 
Turin Italy: Rudolph \\ head of 
delegation); Ronald P. Spogli; Mario 
Andretti; and A. Kenneth Ciongoli 


Giuliani 


February 14 

In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with the President’s Council 
on Service and Civic Participation 

In the evening, in the State Dining Room 
the President and Mrs. Bush attended a Val- 
Day Later, in the E; 
Room, they attended a Valentine's Day pet 
formance. 


entine’s dinner ist 
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February 15 

In the morning, the President had break 
fast with congressional leaders to discuss leg- 
islative priorities Later, he had an intel- 
ligence briefing. He then met with Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. 

Later in the morning, the President trav 
eled to Columbus, OH, where. upon arrival 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteet 
Suraj Naresh Hinduja, before traveling to 
Dublin, OH. Then, in the employee break 
room at Wendy's International, Inc., Cor- 
porate Headquarters he participated ina 
meeting on health savings accounts 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Oval Of- 
fice, he participated in a signing ceremony 
for H.R. 4636, the Federal Deposit Insu 
ance Reform Conforming Amendments Act 
of 2005. 


February 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel 


Later, he had a 
with health insurance and business leaders 


ligence briefing meeting 
to discuss health care transparency issues. He 
then participated in a briefing on the war 
on terror in Iraq with Republican Members 
ot Congress 

Evermay 


In the afternoon, at the historic 


house, the President attended a Republican 
National Committee luncheon 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Linda Avery Strachan to be an As 
sistant Secretary of Agriculture for Congres 
sional Relations 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Lee | Stvslinger II] as a member 
of the President's F xport ¢ ouncil 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Joyce A. Silverthorne and Arthur W 
Zimiga as members of the National Advisory 
Council on Indian Education 
February 17 

In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing. He also had a telephon 
conversation with Secretary General Jakob 
Gijsbert “Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of NATO 
Sudan 

Later in the morning, the President tray 
eled to Tampa, FI at MacDill Air 
Base, he USA 


to discuss the situation in Darfur 


VW here 


Force met with Freedom 
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Corps volunteer Joe MacDougald. Later, he 
participated in a briefing on the war on terror 
with commanders of U.S. Central and Spe- 
cial Operations Commands. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
family members of a soldier killed in Iraq. 
Later, he traveled to Orlando, FL, 
USA 


W here, 


upon arrival, he met with Freedom 


Corps volunteer Shauna Clark. He then trav- 
eled to Lake Buena Vista, FL 
In the evening, at Disney's ¢ vontemporary 


Resort, the President attended a Republican 
Party of Florida dinner. 
to W ashington DC 


He then returned 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions ol 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For 


ign Service officers 


Submitted February 13 


Robert Inwin Cusick hi 
of Kentucky. to be Director of the Office of 
Government 5 vears 


Ethics for a term of 


} 
vice Amv L. Comstock. re signed 


Donald ] DeGabrielle hi 
of Texas, to be U.S. Attorney for the South 
ern District of Texas for the term of 4 vears 
vice Michael Taylor Shelby 


James Lambright, 

of Missouri, to be President of the Export 
Import Bank of the United States for a term 
expiring January 20, 2009, vice Philip Merrill 


resign d 


Dennis R Spurgeon 
of Florida, to be an Assistant 


Nuclear Energy 


Secretary of 


Energy new position). 


Submitted February 14 


Jerome A. Holmes 

of Oklahoma, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Northern District of Oklahoma, vice 
Sven E. Holmes, resigned 
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Jon T 


of Tennessee, to be Inspector General, Fed 


Rymer 


eral Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 
Gaston L. Gianni, }1 


Milan D. Smith, Jy 


ol 


California, to | S. ¢ 
the Ninth Circu 


retired 


ircuit Jud: 


A. Wallac 


Frank D. Whitn« 

of North Carolina, to be I 

for the Western District of North ( 
vice H. Brent McKnight, deceased 


Submitted February 17 


Linda Avery Strachan 


of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 


Agriculture, vice Mary Kirtley Waters 


Randall | 


of Indiana, to be 


Tobias 

Administrator of the 
Agency for International Ds velopment 
Andrew S. Natsios, resigned 


David | Kustott 
of Tennessee. to be U.S 
Western District 


ol 4 vears 


Attorney for the 
ror the 


Harris 


ot Tennessee term 


‘ ’ 
vice Lerrell Let 


resigned 


John Charles Richter 
of Oklahoma, to be U.S. Attorney for the 


Western District of Oklahoma for the term 


vice Robert Garner McCampbell 


Amul R Phapai 
of Kentucky, t 
Eastern District 
ft years, vice G1 


j 


signed 
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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 





Acts Approved Approved February 10 °° 
by the President 
R. 4519 / Public Law 109-172 


Approved February 3 ° tate High Risk Pool Funding Extension Act 
q co 
2OOH 
H.R. 4659 / Public Law 109-170 
To amend the USA PATRIOT ACT to ey 
tend the sunset of certain provisions Of suc h 


Act 


Approved February 15 

H.R. 4636 Public Law 109-173 
“2 lo = oo . . 5 : 

Approved February 8 Federal Deposit Insurance Reform Con- 

S 1932 Public Law 109-17] forming Amendments Act of 2005 

Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 


This public law was inadvertently omitt Chese public laws were not received in time 


' ' , 
trom last week s issuc for inclusion in the appropriate issuc¢ 
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